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Welcome  to  The  Commemorative  Trail  Fall/Winter  Issue  -  1992 


*  *  * 

We  hope  the  format  of  this  issue  appeals  to  you,  our  members.  Several  of  you  have  advised  us 
that  our  last  journal  was  too  darkly  printed.  Hopefully,  our  new  printer  will  rectify  that  problem.  Still 
others  said  that  our  format  was  a  bit  too  compressed.  Therefore,  this  issue  is  being  done  on  a  laser 
printer,  which  ideally  will  lessen  that  problem  as  well. 

Let  us  hear  from  you  with  respect  to  your  wishes.  Satisfying  you  is  the  goal  for  which  we  strive. . . 
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COVER  PHOTO:  The  1993  FUN  convention  will  otter  collectors  a  great  opportunity  to  add  to  their 
collections  Pictured  is  part  of  Lot  No.  1718,  a  Booker  T.  Washington  Holiday  Card.  As  a  special 
preview  tor  our  members,  we  are  privileged  to  include  in  this  issue  some  of  the  outstanding  highlights 
in  the  collection  of  commemorative  ephemera  being  offered  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  John  A.  Van 
Arsdall,  M.D.,  and  the  Antelope  Valley  Silver  Dollar  Collections.  (Please  see  article  beginning  on 
page  7.) 


PLEASE  MARK  YOUR  CALENDARS! 


Bradley  Karoleff  (R-0364,  KY)  will  be 

our  guest  speaker  at  the  1993  FUN  convention. 
His  program  will  be  "1936  -  34  -  $56.47."  The 
subject  should  be  quite  evident  from  this 
"clue"— just  put  on  your  thinking  caps! 

Members  attending  the  ANA  Early  Spring 
Convention  are  in  for  a  real  treat.  A  special 
exhibit  of  the  work  of  former  U.S.  Mint  Chief 
Sculptor-Engraver  Elizabeth  Jones  (R-500,  PA) 
is  scheduled.  WIN  (Women  in  Numismatics)  is 
also  hosting  a  reception  in  her  honor.  Society 
Vice  President  Anthony  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY) 
will  be  our  speaker  in  Colorado  Springs. 


SOCIETY  MEETINGS 


Not  yet  set  are  programs  for  our  February  Long  Beach  Expo  and  the  Spring  Central  States 
Numismatic  Society  Convention  meetings.  However,  we  are  delighted  to  report  that  our  very  special 
guest  speaker  for  the  ANA  102nd  Anniversary  Convention  will  be  Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH). 
As  we  go  to  press,  Dave  has  already  decided  on  his  topic— "Interesting  Sidelights  in  Commemorative 
Research."  This  will  be  a  marvelous  opportunity  to  hear  one  of  history’s  most  prominent  professional 
numismatists  and  authors  appear  for  the  very  first  time  before  our  club.  We  are  delighted  Dave  has 
accepted  our  invitation  and  hope  that  attendance  will  reach  an  all-time  high  for  his  presentation. 

*  *  * 


JIM’S  WHIMS— A  COMMEMORATIVE  QUIZ 

In  the  last  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail ,  we  left  you  to  ponder  the  following  question  from 
James  J.  Dooley  (R-1809,  CA),  which  would  be  answered  in  this  issue: 

On  which  of  the  following  commemorative  half  dollars  was  the  "S"  (San  Francisco)  mint 
mark  omitted  in  error?  Multiple  choice  answers  were  a.  Bay  Bridge,  b.  Monroe,  c.  Fort 
Vancouver,  and  d.  Hawaiian.  Still  in  doubt?  The  answer  is  c.  Fort  Vancouver. 

Thanks,  Jim.  It  is  good  for  all  of  us  to  test  our  knowledge  to  learn  just  how  much  information 
we  are  retaining  in  our  study  of  commemorative  coins. 


4 


THE  PRESIDENT’S  OFFICE 

by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA) 

A  New  Year,  A  New  Path 

This  election  year  proved  that  our  country  decided  it  was  time  for 
a  change,  and  we  who  serve  our  club  decided  that  in  our  organization 
certain  changes  were  also  in  order.  This  issue  of  The  Commemorative 
Trail  may  look  different  to  you.  It  should!  We  are  experimenting  with 
having  several  people  input  the  text  of  our  journal  onto  disks, 
which  can  then  be  assembled  into  the  first-class  publication  which  you, 
our  members,  have  come  to  expect.  (This  trial  period  may  have  this  first¬ 
time  issue  resembling  The  Commemorative  "Path, "  but,  instead  of  the 
months  of  preparation  our  editor,  Jack  Moore,  normally  must  take,  we 
are  assembling  this  issue  in  less  than  one  week!) 

Additionally,  since  we  experienced  so  many  delays  with  our  previous  printer  in  New  Hampshire, 
we  decided  to  change  to  one  in  Alabama.  Treasurer  Frank  DuVall  will,  in  fact,  be  coordinating  this 
entire  effort,  and  we  wish  to  thank  him  for  going  above  and  beyond  in  trying  to  keep  our  printing  costs 
down  and  at  the  same  time  have  our  journal  delivered  to  members  on  a  timely  basis. 

Let  me  explain  to  you  why  these  decisions  were  made.  Your  officers  have  faced  the  fact  that  it 
is  literally  impossible  for  only  one  person  to  continue  with  the  tremendous  burden  of  editing  The  Trail. 
Although  we  have  many  marvelous  contributing  authors,  the  task  of  compiling  the  material  has  become 
so  overwhelming  that  Jack  Moore  had  to  receive  assistance  or  resign  from  his  position.  It’s  just  that 
simple. 


The  only  solution  to  alleviate  some  of  the  pressure  from  Jack  was  to  have  a  major  portion  of  the 
laborious  inputting  done  by  either  the  writers  or  some  of  the  officers.  That  way  Jack  could  then  handle 
the  job  without  giving  up  literally  weeks  and  weeks  of  time  he  needs  to  pursue  his  other  commitments. 
We  are  actually  being  selfish  in  doing  this,  as  we  want  Jack  to  remain  our  editor  for  years  to  come. 

All  too  often  we  have  seen  very  talented  and  dedicated  people  "burn  out"  from  overwork  and 
strain  that  come  with  assuming  huge  tasks.  Usually  these  people  are  those  who  have  never  learned  how 
to  say  "no"  when  a  request  was  made  of  them.  So  it  is  with  Jack. 

Therefore  your  officers  determined  it  was  to  the  advantage  of  the  Society  to  come  to  his  aid,  and 
I  hope  you  will  join  us  in  this  decision.  When  submitting  articles  for  future  editions  of  The  Trail ,  if  you 
are  using  a  computer  to  prepare  your  copy  anyway,  why  not  send  a  disk  to  me  instead?  Ideally,  it  should 
be  in  WordPerfect  5.1  form  (the  program  I  use),  but  any  generic  or  ASCII  version  that  would  still  be 
compatible  with  my  system  will  be  totally  acceptable. 

When  someone  of  Jack’s  talent  and  dedication  has  graciously  volunteered  to  assist  the  Society  in 
every  way  possible,  it  is  mandatory  that  we  best  channel  those  qualities  to  serve  us  all— employing  his 
abilities  of  research  and  writing  and,  most  importantly,  his  sense  of  humor. 
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I  here  is  a  good  reason  why  we  see  the  same  people  listed  as  recruiters,  as  authors,  and  as 
1  hey  care  enough  about  our  club  to  want  to  see  it  flourish.  For  this  they  are  to  be 
commended  not  overwhelmed  with  jobs  that  will  dampen  their  spirits  and  numb  their  capabilities. 

I  hope  you  agree  w  ith  our  decision,  as  we  believe  it  is  for  the  good  of  our  club.  Please  work 
w  ith  us  in  this  regard;  try  to  do  what  you  can  to  sign  new  members,  prepare  a  program  for  our  meetings, 
and  write  more  articles.  Let’s  share  the  burdens  of  maintaining  our  club’s  highly  respected  status  in  the 
numismatic  community  so  we  may  also  share  the  many  joys  we  have  been  given  as  a  result  of  Society 
membership.  We  need  your  help! 

As  we  are  approaching  the  tenth  year  of  our  founding,  let  us  lay  a  strong  foundation  for  the  next 
ten  years  by  taking  active  roles  in  the  Society. 

(Editor  s  Reply:  Thanks,  Helen.  And  thanks  to  all  of  you  who  have  expressed  your  concerns  not  only 
for  my  failing  Kay-Pro  computers  but  also  for  my  well-being.  /  have  the  Society's  computer,  monitor, 
and  printer  in  my  possession  and  slowly  but  surely  am  becoming  more  at  ease  with  their  operation. 
Hopefully,  by  the  time  the  next  issue  of  The  Trad  goes  to  the  printer,  I’ll  be  able  to  say  it  was  a  very 
satisfying  experience — and  a  pleasure  as  well!— and  the  issue  was  the  easiest  I  have  edited.) 


THE  YOUNG  NUMISMATIST’S  REPORT 

by  Keith  J.  Dooley  (J-0077,  CA) 


Hi,  my  name  is  Keith  Dooley,  and  I’m  your  new'  Young 
Numismatist  representative. 

Commemoratives  are  my  favorite  coins  because  I  like  all 
of  the  different  designs.  I  mostly  collect  the  new  clad  half-dollar 
commemoratives  in  proof.  My  favorite  commemoratives  of  all 
are  the  1892  and  1893  Columbian  half  dollars. 

I  joined  the  Society  in  the  spring  of  1992.  I’m  twelve 
years  old.  I  decided  to  volunteer  as  the  YN  representative  when 
I  found  out  that  Neil  Watson  was  going  to  be  too  old  to  stay  in  the 
job.  I  hope  I  can  do  as  good  a  job  as  he  did. 

As  YN  representative,  I  will  support  the  Society’s 
activities  in  my  area  and  work  to  interest  YNs  in  collecting 
commemoratives. 
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THE  FUN  SALE 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA) 


If  there  really  is  a  Santa  Claus,  then  he  must  know  I  want  at  least  one  of  every  commemorative 
lot  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  January  1993  Florida  United  Numismatists  Sale  in  Orlando.  However,  not 
being  too  greedy,  I  will  confine  my  "wish  list"  to  only  the  section  entitled  "Commemorative  Numismatic 
Americana,"  Lots  1646  through  1723. 

If  the  jolly,  old  man  with  the  white  beard  and  the  twinkle  in  his  eye  knows  whether  we’ve  been 
good  or  bad,  then  he  must  also  know  that  1992  hasn’t  been  a  very  good  year  for  those  of  us  who  depend 
upon  numismatics  for  a  portion  of  our  income.  So,  Santa,  you’re  my  only  hope! 

However,  for  those  of  you  who  are  in  the  enviable  position  of  planning  to  be  in  Orlando  for  this 
momentous  sale,  Q.  David  Bowers  has  graciously  permitted  The  Commemorative  Trail  to  preview  some 
of  the  following  auction  highlights: 


#1646  1936  Albany.  Cardboard  folder  with  paper  cover,  3-1/2"  wide  by 
6"  high,  originally  providing  spaces  for  five  half  dollars.  Cover  illustrates 
the  Albany  half  dollar,  while  the  overleaf  gives  the  history  of  Albany. 
VG,  torn  at  the  border,  but  not  affecting  the  cover  text  and  only  slightly 
affecting  the  inside  text.  Cardboard  part  of  holder  somewhat  wrinkled. 
Very  rare. 


#1654  1936  Arkansas-Robinson.  Folded 

cardboard  holder,  3-1/4"  wide  by  5-1/4"  high, 
sold  by  John  H.  Eggers,  New  York.  Imprinted  on 
the  cover  is  an  inscription  pertaining  to  Senator 
Joseph  T.  Robinson,  the  Arkansas  Centennial 
Commission,  and  the  address  of  Stack’s,  the 
official  distributor.  When  opened,  the  inside  depicts  on  the  left  a  picture  of  Senator  Robinson  with  an 
eight-line  inscription  below,  and  on  the  right,  spaces  for  five  coins.  The  back  panel  is  an  advertisement 
for  Stack’s.  Very  scarce— we  have  seen  only  a  few  over  the  years.  EF. 


ALBANY,  N.Y. 


SETTLED 

1614 


CHARTERED 

1666 


COMMEMORATIVE  HALE  DOLLAR 
MARKING  THE  ESOth  CELEBRATION 
Or  THE  GRANTING  OF  THE 
CITY'S  CHARTER 
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*1656  1936  Bay  Bridge,  paper  material  plus 
original  coin,  MS-65.  This  suite  of  items  consists 
of  a  letter  signed  by  P.  J.  Haggerty, 
superintendent  of  the  US.  Mint,  San  Francisco, 
California,  November  4,  1936,  certifying  "That 
the  accompanying  SAN  FRANCISCO- 
OAKLAND  BAY  BRIDGE  COMMEMORATIVE 
HALF  DOLLAR  was  the  73rd  struck  of  this 
coinage  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States  at  San 
Francisco,  California,  November  4,  1936."  There 
is  also  square  of  paper  rubber  stamped  "73,"  from 
the  envelope  in  which  it  was  enclosed,  and  the 
face  of  the  envelope  itself,  all  mounted  in  a 
custom  plastic  holder  with  black  background  and 
silver  lettering,  8-1/2"  x  11,"  with  the  half  dollar 
(in  MS-65  grade,  lightly  toned)  at  the  upper  left. 
A  virtual  exhibit  in  itself!  The  first  we  have 
handled  in  any  of  our  sales. 


#1657  1936  Bay  Bridge  half  dollar  and  accompanying  paper  material,  as  preceding,  but  in  a  white 
plastic  holder  with  black  lettering,  the  half  dollar  also  grading  MS-65  and  having  light  toning.  The 
documentation,  personally  signed  by  P.  J.  Haggerty,  notes  that  this  particular  piece  was  the  76th  struck. 
Another  remarkable  opportunity.  (Not  pictured) 


#1658  1936  Bridgeport  Centennial.  Gold  and  blue  cardboard  box, 
with  printing  on  the  inside  and  outside  of  the  lid,  intended  to  hold  one 
commemorative  half  dollar.  Dimensions  approximately  2-3/4"  wide  by 
2-1/4"  high  and  1/2"  deep.  Sharp  EF  condition,  and  quite  rare  so  fine. 
Although  a  coin  offered  elsewhere  in  this  sale  is  accompanied  by  a 
somewhat  stained  and  lower-condition  box,  it  has  been  a  long  time 
since  any  others  have  been  offered.  Nice  EF. 
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#1671  1936  Cincinnati.  Holder  for  three 
coins  as  offered  earlier  in  this 
consignment,  black  leatherette  by  Wynne, 
but  in  the  present  instance  bearing  a  paper 
label  on  the  back  with  Melish’s  ink 
signature  as  well  as  that  of  a  notary 
public,  and  the  inked  notation  that  this 
holder  contained  the  110th  set  of  coins 
made.  EF.  Exceedingly  elusive.  This  and 
the  next  lot  do  not  contain  the  coins  once 
enclosed. 


#1672  1936  Cincinnati.  Another  holder  as  preceding,  but  for  Set  No.  112.  EF.  (Not  pictured) 


#1673  1936  Cleveland  Centennial  holder 
and  coin.  Black  leatherette  Wynne 
holder,  measuring  6"  wide  by  3"  high, 
and  of  the  same  general  appearance  as 
Lot  #1671,  but  bearing  a  three-line  silver 
imprint  pertaining  to  the  Cleveland 
Centennial,  and  enclosing  a  Cleveland 
coin,  the  latter  MS-65,  lightly  toned. 


On  the  back  is  a  notarized  statement 
saying  that  this  was  the  54th  coin  struck. 
Exceedingly  scarce  and  highly  important. 
A  prize  item  for  the  commemorative 
specialist.  The  holder  is  in  EF  condition. 
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01674  Cleveland  holder  and  coins. 
Holder  as  preceding,  but  with  two 
openings,  one  marked  "obverse"  and  the 
other  marked  "reverse,"  the  coins  being 
MS-60  and  MS-63,  with  light  toning. 


Reverse  with  notarized  statement  as 
preceding,  in  the  present  instance  noting 
that  these  are  the  93rd  and  94th  coins 
struck.  The  holder  is  in  EF  condition. 


01681  Columbian  Exposition.  Group  of  Exposition  items,  including  the  following:  *  Group  of  six 
Columbian  Exposition  tickets,  unused  and  crisp,  in  tattered  paper  envelope  bearing  the  imprint  of  the 
C  ax  ton  Company,  which  bought  unsold  tickets  after  the  fair  and  merchandised  them  *  Leather  purse  made 
tor  a  Columbian  half  dollar,  embossed  imprint  scarcely  readable,  but  not  sharp  to  begin  with,  Fine  *  Two 
medals,  each  AU,  suspended  on  red,  white,  and  blue  ribbons  and  hangers  bearing  gold  imprints 
pertaining  to  the  Exposition  and  dated  October  12,  1892  *  Two  tickets  for  Manhattan  Day,  October  21, 
1893.  One  with  stub,  EF,  and  one  without  stub,  VF.  *  One  ticket  for  Chicago  Day,  October  9,  1893, 
with  stub,  EF.  Two  extra  special  tickets,  VF.  (Total:  11  tickets,  1  envelope,  1  purse,  and  2  medals  with 
hangers)  (Not  pictured) 

01689  1936  Delaware  Tercentenary.  Imprinted  four-coin  holder  in  Good  condition,  with  imprinted  (two 
sides)  paper  flap  illustrated  by  a  1938  Swedish  2-kroner  memorial  coin.  3-1/4"  wide  by  5"  deep.  Included 
are  also  two  of  the  Swedish  silver  memorial  coins,  which  bear  on  the  reverse  a  picture  of  the  same  ship 
shown  on  the  1938-dated  Delaware  half  dollar  issued  in  connection  with  the  same  event.  One  is  MS-60, 
the  other  is  MS-63,  and  both  are  irregularly  toned.  These  coins  were  sold  over  a  long  period  of  years 
by  various  entities,  including  New  York  dealer  Wayte  Raymond.  (Total:  1  holder  and  2  coins)  (Not 
pictured) 

01691  1936  Gettysburg.  Filled-in  form  letter  from  the  Pennsylvania  State  Commission  originally 
transmitting  three  Gettysburg  commemorative  coins,  with  matching  envelope,  both  printed  in  colorful  blue 
and  red.  VF.  Scarce.  (Total:  2  pieces)  (Not  pictured) 
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#1698  1938  New  Rochelle.  One-coin  cardboard  holder  with  paper  flap.  EF  *  New  Rochelle 
Commemorative  Coin  Committee  envelope,  bearing  registration  stamp  and  canceled  postmark,  not  dated, 
address  of  recipient  inked  out,  Fine  *  Small  four-page  leaflet  advertising  the  New  Rochelle  half  dollar 
and  telling  of  the  coin.  Very  rare,  the  first  seen.  Fine.  (Total:  3  pieces)  (Not  pictured) 


#1699  1938  New  Rochelle.  Silver  medal  with  antiqued  finish,  as 
illustrated,  accompanied  by  a  cardboard  box  covered  with  gold  paper, 
the  underside  of  which  is  imprinted  in  italic  type  as  follows:  In 
Recognition  That  the  Idea  of  a  New  Rochelle  Half  Dollar  Originated 
with  Westchester  County  Coin  Club,  New  Rochelle,  N.Y.  Oct.  18, 
1938.  Condition  virtually  as  issued.  Extremely  rare.  A  great  go-with 
item  for  a  commemorative  half-dollar  collection. 


#1700  1938  New  Rochelle.  Medal  as  preceding,  likewise  in  condition  as  issued,  enclosed  in  cardboard 
box  with  similar  imprint,  but  box  covered  with  a  red  leatherette-style  paper.  Rare.  (Not  pictured) 

#1709  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition.  Collection  of  five  letters,  each  addressed  "To  Whom 
It  May  Concern"  and  signed  in  ink  by  P.  W.  H.  Shanahan,  superintendent  of  the  U.S.  Mint,  San 
Francisco,  California,  dated  May  28,  1915.  Treasury  Department  letterhead,  8-1/2"  by  11."  Each  letter 
certifies  that  an  accompanying  coin  is  No.  24.  Sample:  "This  is  to  certify  that  the  herewith  enclosed  is 
No.  24  of  the  first  issue  of  100  silver  coins  of  the  denomination  of  One  Half  Dollar  which  were  struck 
from  a  coining  press  in  the  United  States  Mint  at  San  Francisco,  California,  in  commemoration  of  the 
Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition,  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Congress  approved  January  16,  1916." 
All  letters  are  dated  May  28,  1915.  Other  letters  originally  accompanied  No.  24  each  of  the  first  100  gold 
dollars,  quarter  eagles,  and  two  styles  of  $50  pieces.  Each  letter  is  accompanied  by  an  envelope, 
unaddressed,  from  the  superintendent’s  office  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  Each  is  marked  with  the 
denomination  and  coin  number,  typewritten,  such  as  "$.50  (silver)  No.  24."  The  $50  Round  has 
additional  signatures  of  Shanahan  and  Mint  Director  Dr.  F.  P.  Dewey.  A  very  nice  group  ideal  for  a 
display!  EF.  (Total:  5  letters  and  5  envelopes)  (Not  pictured) 

#1718  Booker  T.  Washington  and  Carver-Washington.  Excellent  group  of  Booker  T.  Washington 
material,  a  virtual  exhibit  in  itself.  Contains:  *  Four-page  leaflet,  5-1/2"  by  8-1/2,"  dated  April  1952, 
telling  of  the  Booker  T.  Washington  birthplace  *  Booker  T.  Washington  birthplace  envelope  postmarked 
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December  5,  194",  with  accompanying  printed  message  from  Portia  Washington  Pittman,  daughter  of 
Booker  1  \V  ashington.  EF  *  Holiday  card,  5-3/4"  wide  by  4-1/4"  high,  EF,  at  the  upper  right  of  which 
is  affixed  a  1440  commemorative  half  dollar  (reverse  not  visible  as  it  is  pasted  down),  MS-60  or  better, 
toned  *  Four-page  colorful  holiday  card  to  which  a  1951  Carver-Washington  half  dollar  is  affixed,  issued 
b>  the  l  arver- Washington  Americanism  Commission,  Virginia,  with  printed  quotation  from  Booker  T. 
Washington.  Colorful.  EF  with  accompanying  plain  envelope.  Very  rare.  A  highly  important  group,  the 
significance  of  which  cannot  be  overemphasized.  (Total:  4  pieces)  (BTW  card  pictured  on  front  cover) 


01719  1936  W  isconsin.  Rubber-stamped  brown  kraft  envelope,  6"  wide  by  3-1/2"  high,  bearing  return 
address  of  the  state  superintendent,  State  Capitol,  Madison,  Wisconsin.  Postmarked  April  7,  1936. 
Addressee  blocked  out  later  in  ink.  VF.  Scarce.  (Not  pictured) 

01720  \  ork  County,  Maine.  Group  of  three  cardboard  five-coin  holders  imprinted  (on  both  sides)  issued 
by  the  York  National  Bank,  Saco,  Maine,  1936,  enclosed  in  brown  kraft  envelopes  bearing  the  return 
address  of  the  York  County  Tercentenary  Commemorative  Coin  Commission.  Address  of  one  blanked 
out.  Stamps  missing  from  two.  Postmarked  September  3,  1936,  September  5,  1936,  and  a  latecomer, 
November  23,  1946  (the  commission  had  coins  on  hand  until  the  early  1950s!).  One  of  the  holders  has 
a  paper  insert  expressing  thanks  for  the  order— rare  as  such.  An  interesting  group.  (Total:  3  envelopes 
and  various  enclosures,  average  Fine)  (Not  pictured) 

01722  1904  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition.  Two  exceedingly  rare  boxes,  each  dated  1904,  originally 
enclosing  a  gold  dollar.  The  lids  of  both  boxes  are  imprinted  LOUISIANA  PURCHASE  /  1904  / 
EXPOSITION  /  SOUVENIR  /  GOLD  DOLLAR  /  Jefferson  /  $3.00  /  McKinley,  the  inscription 
somewhat  faded  and  rubbed  away,  with  a  separate  label  marked  "Proof"  pasted  to  the  upper  left,  date  of 
label  unknown,  overall  VG  condition,  taped.  Box  measures  about  1"  inch  square  by  1/4"  high  *  Another 
box,  imprint  as  preceding,  but  twice  as  wide — did  it  contain  two  dollars?  Fine  or  better,  taped  on  edges. 
This  is  the  first  pair  of  such  boxes  we  have  ever  offered  in  any  of  our  sales.  (Total:  2  pieces)  (Not 
pictured) 

01723  1917  McKinley.  "Pill  box,"  1-1/2"  square  by  1/2"  high,  square  but  truncated  at  the  corners, 
bearing  a  velvet  recess  for  a  gold  dollar  on  the  inside,  and  the  inscription  on  silk  on  the  underside  of  the 
lid  as  follows:  MCKINLEY/MEMORIAL/OCT.  5,  1917.  EF,  paper  hinge  needs  repair.  The  first  seen, 
and  undoubtedly  of  extreme  rarity.  Presumably,  this  originally  enclosed  a  1917  McKinley  gold  dollar, 
a  scarce  issue.  (Not  pictured) 

Good  luck  in  bidding,  and  congratulations  to  all  those  who  are  successfid  in  adding  that  elusive 
piece  to  your  collections ! 

*  *  * 

This  seems  to  be  an  appropriate  opportunity  to  remind  all  Society  members  that  The 
Commemorative  Trail  staff  is  always  eager  to  receive  photos  and  articles  pertaining  to  commemorative 
documentation,  holders,  boxes ,  flyers— anything  that  relates  to  the  official  issuance  or  distribution  of  U  S. 
commemorative  coins  minted  between  1892-1954. 

If  you  have  any  of  the  more  esoteric  items  in  your  collection,  please  send  us  a  black-and-white 
photo  and  a  description  of  the  piece,  and  we  will  include  submissions  in  forthcoming  issues  of  our 
journal.  There  is  a  collector  base  just  waiting  to  learn  of  material  heretofore  unreported  in  numismatic 
literature,  and  we  should  appreciate  your  contacting  us  and  permitting  us  to  share  these  "treasures"  with 
other  Society  members. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


We  are  always  very  much  pleased  when  an  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail  elicits  response 
from  our  members.  Following  is  just  a  sampling  of  letters  regarding  our  Spring/Summer  journal: 

Dear  Editor:  The  latest  Society  Journal  is  history  now,  but  it  sure  was  an  outstanding  issue!  You  can 
take  pride  that  our  Journal  is  the  best  coin  publication  on  the  market!  ANA,  with  its  paid  staff,  can’t  beat 
it!  Jack,  well  done,  and  you  did  it  without  pay!  I  believe  we  all  are  grateful  for  your  efforts  in  making 
our  Journal  the  best!  Your  Texas  Centennial  article  sure  was  enjoyable  reading.  You  did  a  great  job 
with  this  article!  The  Texas  half  dollar  has  the  most  interesting  background  and  it  commemorates  one 
of  the  greatest  events  in  our  history.  Your  many  hours  given  to  our  Society  have  been  greatly 
appreciated!  Very  truly  yours,  Rick  Wilcox  (R-1325,  TX). 

(Editor’s  Reply:  Thanks,  Rick,  for  your  very  kind  words.  Everyone  associated  with  our  journal— and 
our  club— works  very  hard  so  that  members  are  proud  to  belong  to  the  Society’.  I  realize  you  may  be  a 
"little"  partial  regarding  Texas,  but  I  can  assure  you  that  /  really  enjoyed  my  research  connected  with 
that  feature.  I  should  also  point  out  (for  the  information  of  our  readers)  that  an  article  you  did  sparked 
my  interest  in  the  Texas  half  dollar  and  also  resulted  in  new  friendships  with  many  illustrious  figures  in 
the  Lone  Star  State.  For  that  I  am  grateful  to  you!) 

Dear  Editor:  Congratulations  again  on  the  great  job  you  are  doing  with  The  Commemorative  Trail. 
Incidentally,  if  you  would  like  to  make  up  a  few  paragraphs  on  the  Society  for  Rare  Coin  Review  readers. 
I’d  be  happy  to  publish  them  in  a  future  issue  of  the  Review,  together  with  the  Society’s  address.  Perhaps 
you  will  get  some  new  members.  I  have  done  this  before,  but  by  now  it  would  be  fresh  if  done  again. 
With  all  good  wishes,  I  remain.  Sincerely  yours.  Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH). 

(Editor’s  Reply:  Dave,  as  always,  you  demonstrate  what  our  Society  is  all  about:  sharing  and  caring 
about  our  club  and  helping  to  promote  its  goals.  I  spoke  with  Helen  Carmody  regarding  your  generous 
invitation,  and  she  will  send  you  a  write-up  as  soon  as  her  schedule  permits.  Again,  we  are  in  your  debt 
and  hope  that  other  dealer-published  magazines  or  newspapers  will  extend  similar  offers  or  will— as  often 
as  possible— mention  Society >  membership  in  their  publications.  Our  treasury’  cannot  afford  paid 
advertising,  and  your  generosity  in  assisting  the  Society’  is  without  parallel.) 


*  *  * 


GOLD  COMMEMORATIVES  1903-1926  NET  MINTAGE  RANKING 

by  James  J.  Dooley  (R-1809,  CA) 

The  following  net-mintage  ranking  of  gold  commemorative  coins  issued  during  the  years  1903 
through  1926  is  a  follow-up  to  my  net  mintage  ranking  of  1892-1954  silver  commemoratives  by  design 
types. 


Here,  I  rank  all  issues  by  net  mintage,  treating  each  variety  of  the  different  issues  separately. 
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I'he  reason  h 
The  1915-S 
completion, 
desire. 


'*  tins  is  that,  unlike  the  silver  series,  the  gold  issues  are  usually  collected  as  a  complete  set. 
Panama-Pacitic  gold  coins,  practically  noncollectible  to  most  of  us,  are  included  for 
Ot  course,  our  readers  should  feel  free  to  consider  their  sets  complete  at  any  point  they 


1  opical  classifications  are  adapted,  with  apologies,  from  the  Rick  Wilcox  listing  of  silver 
commemoratives  in  the  F  all  Winter  1990  edition  of  The  Commemorative  Trail.  Net  mintages  are  from 
the  book.  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  by  Q.  David  Bowers. 

When  combined  with  the  experience  and  knowledge  of  a  specialist,  both  this  ranking  and  my 
previous  silver  commemorative  net-mintage  ranking  can  be  used  for  a  number  of  purposes.  For  instance, 
they  can  be  used  to  help  make  educated-purchase  decisions:  When  faced  with  the  choice  of  purchasing 
an  example  ot  one  or  another  commemorative  issue,  a  deciding  factor  might  be  that  one  offers  greater 
net-mintage  rarity  for  the  money  spent. 


Issue 

Year 

Net  Mintage 

Topic 

Pan-Pac  $50  Round 

1915 

483 

Expositions 

Pan-Pac  $50  Octagonal 

1915 

645 

Expositions 

McKinley 

1917 

5,000 

Famous  Persons 

Grant  Dollar/With  Star 

1922 

5,000 

Famous  Persons 

Grant  Dollar/Plain 

1922 

5,016 

Famous  Persons 

Pan-Pac  $2.50 

1915 

6,749 

Expositions 

Lewis  &  Clark 

1904 

10,025 

Expositions 

Lewis  &  Clark 

1905 

10,041 

Expositions 

McKinley 

1916 

15.000 

Expositions 

Pan-Pac  Dollar 

1915 

15,000 

Expositions 

Louisiana/Jefferson 

1903 

17,500 

Expositions 

Louisiana/McKinley 

1903 

17,500 

Expositions 

Sesquicentennial 

1926 

46,019 

Nat’l  Historical  Events 

*  *  * 

Thanks,  Jim,  for  another  great  submission  to  the  pages  of  our  journal.  As  a  regular  contributor, 
you,  and  members  like  you,  make  the  difference  in  every  issue! 
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RECOMMENDED  READING 


Many  interesting  and  worthwhile  articles  have  appeared  in 
numismatic  periodicals  since  the  last  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail 
was  published,  but  due  to  space  limitations  we  will  call  just  some  of  them 
to  your  attention: 

COIN  age  magazine  featured  "Documenting  Comments"  in  its 
September  issue,  "Columbus  Coins— Just  in  Time"  in  its  November  issue, 
and  "Wanted:  A  Circulating  Commemorative"  and  "He  Writes  the  White 
Sheet"  (a  profile  of  our  own  editor,  Randall  Jack  Moore)  in  its  December  issue.  ( COINage  is  published 
by  Miller  Magazines,  Inc.,  4880  East  Market  Street,  Ventura,  CA  93003;  $23  for  12  monthly  issues.) 

Coins  magazine  featured  "Is  Commemorative  Coinage  Doomed?"  in  its  November  issue,  "White 
House  Dollar:  How  High  Can  It  Go?"  and  "Charles  Barber’s  ‘Other’  Coins"  in  its  December  issue,  and 
"Hottest  New  Commemorative,  White  House  Dollars:  Were  You  in  Time?  in  its  January  issue.  ( Coins 
magazine  is  published  by  Krause  Publications,  Inc.,  700  East  State  Street,  Iola,  WI  54990;  $19.95  for 
12  monthly  issues.) 

Not  to  be  overlooked  is  the  November  issue  of  The  Numismatist:  "The  Daniel  Boone  Half 
Dollar:  Blazing  the  Trail"  and  "An  Idea  Whose  Time  Has  Not  Yet  Come"  (on  coinage  redesign).  The 
Numismatist  is  the  monthly  publication  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  818  North  Cascade 
Avenue,  Colorado  Springs,  CO  80903-3279;  regular  (age  18  through  64)  membership,  $26  yearly. 

Rare  Coin  Review  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc.,  had  a  insightful  look  into  the  lives  of 
two  hobbyists  who  hold  a  special  place  in  the  hearts  of  Society  members  and  numismatists,  in  general. 
"Two  Interesting  People,  Dedicated  to  the  Hobby"  by  Q.  David  Bowers  appeared  in  the  Winter  1992 
issue  and  profiled  Roger  and  Ginger  Bryan.  (A  twelve-month  subscription  to  the  Rare  Coin  Review ,  plus 
all  Special  Coin  Letter  issues  produced  during  that  period,  plus  a  year  of  Kingswood  mail  bid  sale 
catalogs,  plus  all  auction  catalogs  produced  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.,  during  that  period 
[with  prices  realized  after  each  sale]:  $79) 

Although  our  numismatic  newspapers  offered  countless  articles  on  commemorative  coinage,  two 
were  particularly  interesting:  "Madison  Commem  Designs  Get  Commission’s  Approval"  in  the 
November  17,  1992  issue  of  Numismatic  News  (700  East  State  Street,  Iola,  WI  54990;  $27.95  for  53 
issues)  and  "Morgan  Known  for  More  than  Dollar"  in  the  December  7,  1992  issue  of  Coin  World  (91 1 
Vandemark  Road,  Sidney,  OH  45365;  $26  for  52  weekly  issues). 

Let  us  not  forget  the  great  contributions  many  fine  authors  are  making  to  our  hobby.  Read  their 
work,  and  take  advantage  of  the  vast  wealth  of  knowledge  that  is  at  your  fingertips  by  merely  turning  a 
page. 

*  *  * 


Perhaps  we  dismiss  modern  commemorative s  too  lightly.  We  will  soon  be  made  aware  of  some 
interesting  facts  regarding  the  first  "modern "  commem  by  Michael  McGrath.  However,  now  we  will  learn 
of  a  fascinating  observation  from  noted  author,  Q.  David  Bowers. . . 
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AN  INTERESTING  MODERN  FOOTNOTE: 
THE  MYSTERY  OF  THE  BACKWARD  "Y" 

Rare  Coin  Review ,  No.  88 

by  Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH) 


Following  the  United  States  Mint  Bicentennial  Celebration  in 
Philadelphia  cm  April  2nd,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  seated  next  to  United 
States  Mint  Sculptor-Engraver  John  Mercanti  at  a  dinner  hosted  by  Harry  J. 

Forman.  In  the  course  of  the  evening,  John  related  an  interesting  story 
concerning  the  1989-W  Congress  Bicentennial  gold  $5,  which  he  designed. 

The  obverse  features  the  dome  of  the  Capitol  with  the  word  LIBERTY  in  an 
arc  above. 

After  the  coin  was  in  production  and  distribution,  Eleanor  McKelvey, 
director  of  public  relations  at  the  Mint,  received  a  telephone  call  from  a 
gentleman  who  had  seen  a  coin,  who  stated:  "I  have  been  an  art  director  for 
twenty  years,  and  the  Y  in  LIBERTY  is  backward!" 

Mrs.  McKelvey  had  no  ready  explanation,  so  she  informed  John  Mercanti,  creator  of  the  design, 
about  it.  John  took  out  a  magnifying  glass  and,  sure  enough,  the  shading  was  on  the  wrong  side  of  the 

Y.  Somewhere  along  the  transfer  process,  the  side  to  be  shaded  was  transposed,  and  no  one  had  noticed 
it. 


The  official  explanation  subsequently  given  out  by  the  Mint  was  that  the  curious  Y  was  "artistic 
license"  on  behalf  of  the  engraver. 


This  goes  to  prove  that  there  is  always  something  new  to  be  discovered,  even  among  the  most 
modern  coins  issues. 


*  *  * 


Mentioned  in  the  preceding  article,  Harry  J.  Forman  has  been  a  leading  professional  numismatist 
for  many,  many  years.  Helen  Cannody  was  chatting  with  him  at  length  one  day  and  suggested  he 
periodically  relate  one  or  two  episodes  from  his  illustrious  career  for  the  enjoyment  of  our  readers.  Never 
one  to  refuse  a  numismatic  request,  Harry  wrote  the  following... 


REMINGTON  vs.  FORMAN  -  WHICH  SPECIMEN  REALLY  WAS 
THE  FIRST  COLUMBIAN  HALF  DOLLAR  STRUCK? 

by  Harry  J.  Forman  (R-1149,  PA) 

The  check  pictured  on  the  following  page  was  the  subject  of  a  recent  conversation,  and  I  was 
asked  to  relate  this  story  for  the  benefit  of  Society  members. 
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In  1967  or  thereabouts,  I  dropped  into  Donald  Brigandi’s  coin  shop,  then  on  West  44th  Street 
in  New  York  City.  He  showed  me  a  pristine,  absolute  gem,  flawless,  1892  Columbian  Half  Dollar.  He 
asked  me  $150  for  it,  and  I  paid  for  the  coin  as  quickly  as  I  could. 

Ruth  Bauer  (Editor’s  note:  one  of  the  most  prominent  female  professional  numismatists  and 
partner  of  Mr.  Forman)  was  patiently  waiting  for  me  in  the  parked  car  outside.  I  showed  her  the  coin 
and  remember  saying,  "If  this  coin  isn’t  a  gem  proof,  I’ll  eat  it!"  She  agreed  that  it  was  positively  a 
proof. 


A  few  years  later  at  the  first  PNG  show  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  in  1972,  the  Remington  Half  was 
on  display  as  well  as  the  check  for  $10,000.  Art  M.  Kagin  was  admiring  the  pair,  when  I  casually 
approached  and  whispered,  "That’s  not  the  first  coin  struck."  "How  do  you  know  that?"  he  replied.  I 
reached  into  my  pocket  and  withdrew  the  dazzling  Columbian  half  and  handed  it  to  Art.  By  now  he  was 
really  excited,  and  after  a  few  seconds  we  agreed  on  a  price. 

Today  I  believe  this  coin  would  easily  grade  MS-65  or  MS-66,  perhaps  even  higher.  Strangely 
enough,  I  honestly  believe  that  this  coin  may  have  been  an  earlier  strike  than  the  Remington  piece.  It 
was  far  more  brilliant  and  seemed  to  be  better  taken  care  of.  Did  it  at  one  time  belong  to  a  Mint 
employee?  an  Engraver,  perhaps?  Who  knows?  I  assume  the  coin  is  still  in  the  Kagin  reference 
collection,  as  Art  Kagin  as  well  as  his  brother  Paul  Kagin  have  always  been  among  the  most  outstanding 
coin  collectors  I  have  ever  known. 

Suggested  additional  reading:  The  Resurrection  of  the  First  Columbian  Half  Dollars  by  William  A. 

Pettit.  Professional  Numismatists  Guild. 

*  *  * 
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hollowing  is  the  very  first  article  we  received  on  a  floppy  disk,  a  feature  on  the  first  of  the  modern 
commemorative s  by  run  only  a  knowledgeable  author  but  a  very  thoughtful  one  as  well... 


1982  GEORGE  WASHINGTON 

250TI1  ANNIVERSARY  COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLARS 

by  Michael  V.  McGrath  (R-1976,  NY) 


HISTORICAL  OVERVIEW 


In  1932  the  Washington  quarter  dollar  was  originally  intended  to  be  a  single  year  commemorative  of  the 
200th  anniversary  of  Washington's  birth.  Although  no  Washington  quarters  were  struck  in  1933,  it 
became  the  adopted  design  from  1934  to  present.  It  was  chosen  as  a  result  of  the  trend  begun  after  the 
Lincoln  cent  was  issued  in  1909  to  commemorate  Lincoln’s  100th  birthday— the  changing  of  our  nation’s 
coinage  from  symbolic  figures  to  historical  patriots.  The  trend  started  with  the  Lincoln  cent  evolved  from 
our  nation’s  first  commemorative,  the  1892  Columbian  Exposition  half  dollar.  Over  the  years  all  symbols 
were  replaced  with  portraits  commemorating  historical  figures  of  America.  The  1982  Washington  half 
dollar  is  a  continuance  of  a  practice  begun  nearly  a  century  earlier.  Some  of  the  distinctions  of  the  1982 
Washington  half  dollar  are: 

•  First  90%  silver  coin  produced  by  the  mint  since  1964 

•  First  commemorative  authorized  by  Congress  since  1954 

SPONSOR:  Rep.  Douglas  Barnard,  Jr.,  D-Georgia,  Member  (1975)  Subcommittee  on  Historic 

Preservation  &  Coinage  of  the  House  Banking  Committee.  Mr.  Barnard  exhibited  a  real  interest  in  the 
historical  aspects  of  our  coinage  ever  since  becoming  a  member  of  the  committee.  He  continued  to  be 
the  major  force  in  the  sponsoring  of  other  commemorative  programs  through  his  retirement  in  1992. 

CO-SPONSOR:  Rep.  Frank  Annunzio,  D-Illinois,  Chairman  (1981)  Subcommittee  on  Consumer  Affairs 
&  Coinage  (successor  to  the  Historic  Preservation  &  Coinage  unit)  of  the  House  Banking  Committee. 
Mr.  Annunzio  scheduled  hearings  for  May  1981  and  requested  Treasury  officials  to  testify  regarding  their 
positions  on  a  reversal  of  the  opposition  to  commemoratives  since  1954. 

SUBJECT:  Simply  stated,  a  commemorative  honoring  the  250th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  George 
Washington  in  1732.  The  subject  being  so  widely  accepted  made  it  relatively  easy  to  legislate  the  initial 
return  to  commemorative  coinage. 

MINTAGE:  Authorization  not  to  exceed  a  combined  10  million  90%  silver  proof  and  uncirculated  half 
dollars.  Final  net  mintages: 


1982-Denver  uncirculated:  2,210,458 
1982-San  Francisco  proof:  4,894,044 
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Leftover  authorized  silver  stockpiles  from  the  ill-fated  Eisenhower  silver-clad  dollar  program  and  tbe 
Bicentennial  three  coin  issues  were  used. 


DESIGN:  The  chosen  design  was  created  by  Elizabeth  Jones,  Chief  Sculptor  and  Engraver  of  the  U.S. 
Mint.  During  the  legislative  process  the  rejected  design  by  Laura  Gardin  Fraser  for  the  1932  200th 
anniversary  Washington  quarter  dollar  obverse  was  favored  by  Treasury  officials.  Although  Ms.  Fraser's 
dynamic  bust  of  Washington  facing  right  has  been  acclaimed  for  over  50  years,  it  was  rejected  again,  this 
time  in  favor  of  Ms.  Jones’s  obverse  design  of  Washington  astride  a  horse.  During  the  transition  to  clad 
coinage  in  the  1960s,  Frank  Gasparro  created  a  rendering  of  Mount  Vernon,  the  Washington  family 
home.  This  reverse  design  appeared  on  pattern  coinage  prepared  by  the  Mint  for  metal  testing. 
Although  considered  a  strong  candidate  for  the  reverse  design,  Mr.  Gasparro’s  rendering  was  not 
selected,  much  like  Ms.  Fraser’s  obverse.  Mr.  Gasparro’s  rendition  was  a  three-quarter  profile,  not 
unlike  the  selected  reverse  by  Elizabeth  Jones  (with  help  by  Matthew  Peloso)  of  the  eastern  facade  of 
Mount  Vernon.  When  first  released,  many  quipped  about  the  coin’s  design  saying,  "Who’s  this  coin 
commemorate,  the  horse?"  because  Ms.  Jones’s  design  featured  the  large  bust  of  Washington’s  horse 
overpowering  the  small  portrait  of  Washington.  The  executed  design  was  widely  accepted  by  the  public 
and  was  named  Coin  of  the  Year  for  1982. 

OPPORTUNITY:  An  easy  venue  for  the  return  to  commemorative  coinage,  since  Washington  was  the 
‘father  of  our  country.’  His  250th  birthday  was  unchallenged  for  its  historical  significance.  Furthermore, 
with  no  monuments  to  be  built  or  restored,  the  surcharges  were  earmarked  for  the  Treasury’s  general 
fund  to  reduce  debt,  a  first  since  the  inception  of  the  commemorative  concept  in  1892!  It  should  be  noted 
that  discussions  had  already  been  held  in  Congress  regarding  the  possibility  of  issuing  commemorative 
coins  for  the  1983-84  Olympics  as  a  means  to  fund  construction  and  support  the  U.S.  Olympic  teams. 
With  no  funding  from  its  sale,  the  Washington  half  dollar  was  an  easily  acceptable  return  to  the 
commemorative  process.  Finally,  and  somewhat  of  a  sidebar,  it  is  interesting  to  consider  what  an 
opportunity  the  Treasury  Department  passed  up  by  not  redesigning  the  quarter  dollar  in  1983.  The  200th 
birthday  commemorative  of  1932  could  have  run  through  1982  and  ended  with  a  companion  half-dollar 
commemorative.  A  change  in  design  of  the  quarter  dollar  in  1983  would  have  represented  a  design  run 
of  twice  the  authorized  minimum  (25  years)  for  all  U.S.  circulating  coinage.  You  could  say  today  we 
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still  celebrate  Washington’s  birth  annually  with  the  260th  anniversary  Washington  quarter  dollar  of  1992, 
a  coin  design  now  60  years  and  running. 


IN-DEPTH  ANALYSIS 

1982-D  UNCIRCULATED  WASHINGTON  HALF  DOLLARS 


There  are  several  reasons  why  my  analysis  of  Washington  half  dollars  will  be  limited  to  the  Denver  uncirculated 
issue.  Our  nation’s  original  commemoratives  of  1892-1954  were  struck  and  sold  to  the  public  as  uncirculated, 
business-stnke  specimens.  Many  issues  were  minted  in  a  variety  of  proof  finishes,  but  these  were  mostly 
presentation  pieces  and  pieces  struck  for  Chief  Engraver  John  R.  Sinnock’s  personal  collection.  Today’s  collector 
of  commemoratives  should  include  the  1982-Denver  issue  as  the  "49th  type"  in  the  half-dollar  series.  The  San 
Francisco  proot  simply  doesn  t  fit  well  with  the  other  48  types  of  a  collection  in  business-stnke  finish. 
Furthermore,  the  1982-S  proot  has  a  mintage  of  nearly  5  million  pieces,  whereas  the  1982-D  uncirculated  version 
is  about  2  million.  These  figures  were  a  result  of  the  public  subscnption  to  the  coin  program.  Everybody  loves 
proof  coins,  so  more  were  ordered  than  the  uncirculated  issue.  A  trend  has  also  developed,  whereby  all  other 
commemoratives  to  follow  the  Washington  have  seen  the  proof  mintages  far  exceed  the  uncirculated.  So  it  figures 
that  the  uncirculated  issue  is  the  specimen  to  own  m  all  modem  commemorative  denominations. 

LUSTER:  The  1982-D  Washington  comes  in  a  broad  range  of  luster  types:  satiny,  frosty,  and  flashy.  Some 
specimens  are  obtainable  with  satiny  luster,  but  this  is  the  least-common  type  encountered.  Of  all  the  specimens 
I  have  examined,  the  most  common  is  flashy.  Highlights  and  contrast  are  strong  on  pieces  exhibiting  flashy  luster. 

1  have  examined  many  specimens  with  mild-  to  medium-prooflike  fields  and  frosted  devices.  Further,  I  have 
encountered  two  specimens  (out  of  several  thousand)  with  strong  prooflike  fields  and  heavily  contrasted  frosted 
devices.  These  specimens  have  strongly  reflective  mirrors,  nearly  equivalent  to  an  S-mint  proof.  AN  ACS 
designates  PL  when  encapsulating  a  specimen  with  such  strong  reflection. 

STRIKE:  Almost  all  1982-D  Washingtons  come  strongly  or  well  struck.  The  most  susceptible  area  of  the  coin 
to  weakness  of  strike  is  the  bridle  strap  over  the  horse’s  nose  above  the  nostrils.  A  good  way  to  determine  how 
well  struck  a  coin  is  is  to  compare  it  to  an  S-mint  proof.  (The  S-mint  proofs  were  double  struck,  not  triple  struck, 
as  is  the  case  with  later  modern  commemoratives.)  On  an  S-mint  proof  there  will  be  clearly  visible  a  stud  in  the 
center  of  the  strap  over  the  nose.  None  of  the  business  strikes  will  possess  a  stud  as  strong  or  clear  as  the  center 
stud  on  the  S-mint  proof,  but  this  is  a  good  indication  of  how  well  or  strong  the  strike  of  the  coin  is.  Most  all 
1982-D  reverses  come  well  struck  without  any  soft  areas  as  described  above  on  the  obverse. 

MARKS:  The  1982-D  Washington  half  dollar  was  the  last  coin  produced  by  the  mint  for  collectors  without  the 
special  handling  given  the  "modem  issues"  of  1983  to  date.  Thus  most  specimens  feature  handling  marks  or  friction 
on  the  high  points,  most  notably  the  upper  nose  of  the  horse  and  Washington’s  body  and  face.  The  Denver  mint 
has  long  been  considered  by  collectors  to  have  been  a  major  mishandler  of  coins  minted  there,  and  the  1982-D 
Washington  is  far  from  the  exception.  After  1982-D  Washington  half  dollars  left  the  presses,  they  were  stacked 
on  trays  before  being  inserted  into  the  Pliofilm  packets.  Thus  major  handling  marks,  scuffs,  scratches,  friction, 
ticks,  and  pinpricks  are  found  on  the  coins  from  contact  with  other  coins  while  being  placed  or  sometimes  dropped 
onto  trays  awaiting  Pliofilm  packaging.  Make  no  mistake  about  it,  the  1982-D  Washington  comes  rather  baggy 
with  the  average  specimen’s  grading  only  MS-64,  and  I  have  examined  many  in  even  lower  grades  than  that.  I  have 
also  examined  many  specimens  with  the  same  recurring  die  lmes.  These  are  worth  considerably  less,  as  are 
specimens  seen  with  planchet  defects. 

TONING:  Since  the  Washington  half  dollar  was  issued  only  ten  years  ago,  coins  exhibiting  original  colorful  toning 
are  worth  considerably  more  because  toning  is  a  natural  process  that  takes  considerable  time.  Specimens  are  seen 
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with  very  light-brown  or  gold  surface  color.  Some  are  seen  with  light  gold  at  the  rims,  but  a  piece  with  orange 
and  blue  on  the  rims  is  rare.  I  have  examined  one  such  specimen  that  was  not  properly  heat  sealed  in  its  Pliofilm 
packet,  allowing  air  to  come  into  a  side  of  the  packet.  This  specimen  absorbed  the  sulphur  from  the  original  issue 
box  into  the  Pliofilm  packet.  The  result  was  a  stunning  light-  orange  coin  with  deep  orange-and-blue  rims  on  both 
sides.  This  type  of  specimen  is  a  true  find.  The  coin  was  relatively  mark  free,  and,  as  a  means  to  preserve  the 
original  toning,  it  was  submitted  to  PCGS  for  encapsulation  and  grading.  They  concurred  it  to  be  a  condition  census 
piece  grading  it  MS-68,  a  level  which  only  a  total  of  five  coins  have  achieved,  with  none  graded  higher. 

GRADING:  As  previously  mentioned,  1982-D  Washington  half  dollars  do  not  come  exceptionally  clean.  Friction 
and  handling  marks  are  the  rule,  not  the  exception.  I  have  searched  thousands  of  these  coins  and  come  up  with  only 
a  handful  of  PCGS  MS-67  pieces,  and  only  two  PCGS  MS-68.  There  are  no  PCGS-graded  MS-69  or  MS-70 
specimens  of  this  issue  and  possibly  none  are  extant!  When  sorting  rolls  of  twenty  pieces  in  original  boxes,  I  have 
found  the  average  specimen  grades  MS-64.  Generally  non-searched  roll  lots  will  yield  a  couple  of  MS-66  pieces 
with  several  MS-63  to  MS-65  pieces.  Most  others  will  range  from  MS-60  to  MS-64,  as  does  the  majority  of  the 
coins  now  available  in  the  collector  aftermarket.  It  is  suggested  that,  if  you  would  like  to  obtain  some  choice 
1982-D  pieces,  you  do  it  now,  as  these  are  being  searched  by  dealers  and  collectors  alike  for  clean,  problem-free 
specimens. 

Suggested  further  reading  regarding  the  1982  Washington  half  dollar  are  the  following  works: 

The  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Silver  &  Gold  Commemorative  Coins  1892  to  1989 
Anthony  Swiatek  and  Walter  Breen, 

Published  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 

Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States :  A  Complete  Encyclopedia 
Q.  David  Bowers 

Published  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 


*  *  * 


CLUB  NEWS 


It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  advise 
our  members  that  The  Commemorative  Trail  was 
awarded  third  place  in  the  specialty-club 
publications  category  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association’s  1992  Club  Publication 
Contest.  The  award  was  accepted  on  behalf  of 
the  Society  by  President  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R- 
0007,  CA)  at  the  ANA’s  101st  Anniversary 
Convention  in  Orlando  at  the  District  Delegate 
Breakfast  in  the  Peabody  Hotel.  Our  sincere 
thanks  to  the  ANA  for  this  honor  and,  most 
importantly,  to  our  many  members  whose  superb 
articles  and  photos  were  responsible  for  this 
award. 
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Awards!  Awards!  Awards! 


Q.  David  Bowers  (R-0548,  NH)  must  have  had  to  purchase  an  extra  suitcase  in  order  to  carry 
home  his  many  literary  awards  from  the  ANA  Convention.  Dave  received  the  Professional  Numismatists 
uuild  s  prestigious  Friedberg  Award  for  his  book.  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia ,  which  also  was  named  Book  of  the  Year  by  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild. 
Dave  s  column,  "Coins  and  Collectors,"  in  The  Numismatist  was  judged  best  in  the  Non-Profit  or  Club 
Publication  class.  Also  recognized  by  the  PNG  was  David  L.  Ganz  (R-1688,  NY)  for  his  twelve  years 
of  legal  service  to  the  organization. 


[The  convention’s  most  exciting  exhibit,  by  the  way,  for  this  commemorative  lover  was 
noncompetitive — surely  because  nothing  could  compete  with  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries’  display 
of  extraordinary  commem  ephemera!  Society  members  again  owe  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  to  Dave 
Bowers  for  including  an  entire  exhibit  case  featuring  and  publicizing  our  club.] 


NLG  Awards  for  Numismatic  Newspapers 
(best  issue)  went  to  Beth  Deisher  (R-2027,  OH) 
of  Coin  World  and  (best  coin  article  or  series)  to 
Robert  R.  Van  Ryzin  (R-1973,  WI)  of 
Numismatic  News,  who  also  captured  honors  for 
best  all-around  portfolio.  Best  auction  catalog 
award  went  to  Superior  Galleries  (Lawrence  S. 
Goldberg,  R-1178,  CA).  Maurice  Rosen  (R- 
0450,  NY)  and  Anthony  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY) 
(whose  Minerva’s  Conquerors  won  the  World 
Series  of  Numismatics)  tied  for  best  newsletter. 
Bowers  and  Merena’s  Rare  Coin  Review  was 
judged  best  dealer-published  magazine  or 
newspaper.  Mike  Fuljenz  (R-0002,  LA)  received 
honors  in  conjunction  with  the  best  television 
report  on  numismatics.  John  YV.  Highfill’s  (R-0144,  OK)  The  Comprehensive  U.S.  Silver  Dollar 
Encyclopedia  won  extraordinary-merit  honors.  Appreciation  awards  went  to  David  Ganz,  NLG 
newsletter  editor,  and  to  Kay  Edgerton  Lenker  (R-0870,  CA),  NLG  treasurer. 

In  addition,  Kay  Lenker  and  husband,  John,  were  named  this  year’s  Outstanding  ANA  District 
Delegates,  capping  off  another  award-winning  year  for  ANA  Region  08  helmed  by  Society  President  and 
Regional  Coordinator,  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA).  At  other  ANA  events  Douglas  C.  Jennings 
(R-0283,  MI)  was  elected  vice  president  at  the  Love  Token  Society  meeting.  Our  own  Roger  P.  Bryan 
(LM-06,  FL)  was  general  chairman  of  the  event  and,  despite  his  overwhelming  schedule,  attended  the 
Society's  annual  meeting  to  present  an  ANA  certificate  of  appreciation  to  our  club.  Thanks,  Roger,  not 
only  for  such  a  superb  job  on  the  convention  (Ginger  certainly  deserves  accolades  as  well!)  but  for  all 
your  many  services  to  our  hobby. 

There  was  also  another  marvelous  convention  held  since  the  last  issue  of  The  Commemorative 
Trail  went  to  press.  This  time  the  locale  switched  across  the  mainland  and  the  Pacific  Ocean  to  Hawaii 


November  12-15,  1992.  Our  hats  are  off  to  Society  members  Marion  F. 
Kendrick  ( R- 1810,  HI),  Charles  Matsuda  (R-0420,  HI),  and  L.  R. 
"Rick"  Howsley  (R-1708,  HI)  for  serving  the  Hawaii  State  Numismatic 
Association  and  contributing  to  its  outstanding  29th  Annual  Convention. 


*  *  * 


NAME  THAT  COMMEM! 

In  the  last  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail,  we  left  you  pondering  several  questions,  one  of 
which  related  to  our  very  popular  feature,  "Name  That  Commem!"  Homer  couldn’t  believe  Bill  1 ivaz, 
its  creator,  submitted  that  picture.  "Why  it  looks  like  a  cob— corn,  that  is!  I  don’t  see  any  picture  that 
looks  like  that  in  the  red  book  that  my  ol’  buddy,  Jack  Moore,  gave  me."  Well,  as  usual,  Homer  has 
his  problems— not  the  least  of  which  is  identifying  commemorative  coins.  He  never  did  come  up  with 
the  answer.  However,  most  of  our  members  did  and  recognized  the  beaver’s  tail  on  the  Albany  half 
dollar. 


(Photo  courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz) 


We  are  very  much  pleased  to  present  Parts  Seven  and  Eight  of  a  continuing  series  of  articles  on 
the  Iowa  half  dollar  written  by  Society  member  Michael  S.  Turrini.  The  Society’  is  indeed  honored  to  have 
among  the  pages  of  this  issue  such  scholarly  and  dedicated  research  and  wishes  to  extend  its  appreciation 
to  the  Pacific  Coast  Numismatic  Society  for  permitting  us  to  do  so.  For  information  regarding  PCNS, 
please  write  the  club  at  610  Arlington  Avenue,  Berkeley,  CA  94707. 
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1<M6  IOWA  STATEHOOD  CENTENNIAL 
COMMEMORATIVE  HALF  DOLLAR:  Part  Seven 

I'he  Main  Member:  Ralph  Evans 

by  Michael  S.  Turrmi  (LM-31,  CA) 


This  seventh  article  in  the  series  is  respectfully  dedicated  to  Larry  Adams,  fellow  coin  hobbyist, 
check  collector,  numismatic  researcher,  and  current  curator  of  the  Mamie  Eisenhower  Birthplace  and 
Museum  in  Boone,  Iowa,  in  humble  appreciation  and  recognition  of  his  continuing  interest,  input,  and 
involvement  in  this  series. 


In  the  previous  six  articles  in  this  continuing  series  on  the  1946  Iowa  statehood  centennial 
commemorative  half  dollar,  several  aspects  of  this  coin  have  been  reviewed.  As  this  series  progresses, 
it  is  appropriate  to  provide  a  short  biography  of  the  late  Ralph  Evans  (1896-1973),  whom  the  late 
Governor  Robert  D.  Blue  (1898-1989)  called  the  "main  member  of  the  Committee  who  looked  after  the 

coins."1 


Ralph  Evans’  importance  to  the  success  of  the  Iowa  half  dollar  should  not  be  disregarded  nor 
underestimated.  From  its  inception  in  August  1946  through  the  sales  in  late  1946  and  early  1947  to  the 
storage  and  preservation  of  the  one  thousand  half  dollars  in  November  1948  and  after,  it  was  Ralph 
Evans’  dedication,  involvement,  and  supervision  that  made  this  program  successful.2 

It  was  Ralph  Evans  who  via  telegram  and  telephone  contracted  the  services  of  Adam  Pietz,  the 
half  dollar’s  designer. 

It  was  Ralph  Evans  who  represented  the  State  of  Iowa  on  November  20,  1946,  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  to  approve  the  minting  of  the  Iowa  half  dollar  (Photograph  #1). 

It  was  Ralph  Evans  who  coordinated  the  halves’  sales  through  Frank  Warner,  the  secretary  of  the 
Iowa  Bankers  Association  (IBA). 

It  was  Ralph  Evans  who  corresponded  on  the  storage  and  preservation  of  "the  Iowa  hoard,"  those 
one  thousand  halves  (Photograph  #2). 

It  was  Ralph  Evans  who  in  1952  donated  Kurtzeborn  coin  holders  to  store  properly  the  twenty-six 
halves  then  secured  in  the  vault  of  the  State  Treasurer’s  Office  in  the  State  Capitol  Building.3 


'Governor  Blue,  letter  to  the  author,  August  15,  1989. 

:Although  Ralph  Evans  is  the  most  significant  individual  involved  with  the  Iowa  half  dollar,  extremely  little  is 
known  at  the  present  time  on  his  life  and  career.  Most  biographical  information  published  here  was  researched  and 
provided  courtesy  of  Larry  Adams  of  Boone,  Iowa. 

3 As  mentioned  in  the  previous  articles  in  this  senes,  the  true  origin  and  status  of  these  halves,  now  totaling 
twenty-three,  is  questionable. 
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It  was  Ralph  Evans  who  presented  the  first  Iowa  Award. 

It  was  Ralph  Evans  who  contacted  Nellie  Tayloe  Ross,  Leland  Howard,  and  Edwin  H.  Dressell, 
all  of  the  United  States  Mint. 

It  was  Ralph  Evans  who  promoted  the  halves’  sale  via  Radio  Station  WHO. 

It  was  Ralph  Evans,  period. 

The  list  of  his  involvement  could  go  on  indefinitely.  In  short,  if  any  single  individual  is  to  be 
recognized  as  the  individual  primarily  responsible  for  this  commemorative  half  dollar,  it  is  without 
question  the  late  Ralph  Evans.  The  irony  is  that  he  seemed  to  maintain  a  low  profile  and  is  completely 
unknown  to  the  numismatic  fraternity. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  Ralph  Evans  was  ever  a  serious  or  even  casual  numismatist.  The 
American  Numismatic  Association  has  no  listing  of  his  ever  being  a  member.  The  only  reference  to  any 
numismatic  activity  known  to  date  is  a  very  short  passage  in  his  February  20,  1948,  letter  to  the  Egyptian 
Lacquer  Manufacturing  Company,  "(i)f  the  Egyptian  Lacquer  is  available  in  small  quantities,  I  would  like 
to  purchase  a  small  bottle  for  my  own  use  to  preserve  my  own  coin  collection."4  Mr.  Evans  once  listed 
his  hobbies  as  flowers,  books,  and  travel. 


U.S.  Mint,  Philadelphia,  November  20,  1946 
Standing  left  to  right:  Timothy  J.  Quirk,  Edwin  H.  Dressel,  Ralph  Evans,  Adam  Pietz 

Regardless  of  his  lack  of  membership  in  any  known  numismatic  organization  or  his  supposedly 
very  casual  interest  in  numismatics,  Mr.  Evans  applied  himself  and  took  his  responsibilities  quite 
seriously.  He  was  almost  fanatical  in  his  work,  particularly  to  learn  what  was  best.  For  example,  he 


JRalph  Evans,  letter  to  Egyptian  Lacquer  Manufacturing  Company,  February  20,  1948. 
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WIOte  m  fus  November  20,  P>47,  letter  to  Edwin  H.  Dressel,  superintendent  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint, 
I  am  now  doing  what  should  have  been  done,  in  my  opinion,  months  ago,  i.e.,  ask  for  expert  opinion."5 
.Also,  in  a  confidential  memorandum  dated  August  22,  1946,  unaddressed  but  possibly  intended  for 
Governor  Blue,  he  states  that  in  planning  the  impending  sales  "we  had  had  benefit  of  the  meeting  with 
the  officials  and  members  of  the  Board  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  whose  annual 
l  invention  was  held  at  Davenport  [Iowa],  August  17  through  the  21."6  At  this  same  convention,  David 

M  Bui  low  a,  contemporary  numismatist  and  coin  dealer,  was  contacted  and  questioned  by  Mr.  Evans  and 
his  committee." 


1  he  aforementioned  references  to  we  and  committee'  refer  to  the  complete  Subcommittee 
on  the  Coin"  (of  the  entire  larger  Iowa  Centennial  Committee  of  1946-1947  which  also  seems  to  have 
been  called  the  Subcommittee  on  the  Coin  and  Stamp).  It  included  Ralph  Evans,  a  Mrs.  Dwight  S. 
Humeston  of  Albia,  Iowa,  and  a  William  J.  Petersen,  Iowa  City,  who  had  the  nickname  "Steamboat.” 

I  his  author  is  not  detracting  from  Mr.  Evans’  fellow  committee  members’  input  and  interest, 
although  the  available  references  support  that  the  "Subcommittee  on  the  Coin"  was  a  one-man  show.  Mr. 
Petersen  s  primary  concern,  since  he  was  affiliated  with  the  state  Historical  Society  of  Iowa,  was  to 
obtain  some  of  the  funds  earned  in  the  halves’  sales  for  "starting  out  a  four-volume  Iowa  Centennial 
History  Series... so  that  copies  of  the  book  could  be  widely  disbursed  in  the  schools  of  Iowa."8 
However,  either  may  have  been  heavily  involved  int  he  affairs  and  activities  of  the  whole  Iowa  Centennial 
Committee.9 


Ralph  Evans  was  initially  appointed  to  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee  on  December  27,  1945, 
by  Governor  Blue.  Governor  Blue  later  directed  on  August  12,  1946,  that  Ralph  Evans  and  his 
subcommittee  proceed  with  the  commemorative  half  dollar.  This  was  done  just  days  after  Public  Law 
612  authorizing  the  half  dollar  had  been  signed  by  President  Harry  S.  Truman  on  August  7,  1946.  In 
tact,  except  for  the  still-functioning  Iowa  Centennial  Memorial  Foundation,  Governor  Blue  delegated 
nearly  everything  on  this  commemorative  half  dollar  to  Mr.  Evans. 

Ralph  Evans’  involvement  and  contribution  have  been  clearly  and  concretely  made  evident,  but 
what  about  this  "main  member"?  Mr.  Evans  was  born  on  July  1 1,  1896,  in  Worcester,  Massachusetts. 
Nothing  has  been  learned  as  to  when  he  emigrated  to  Iowa  or  what  brought  him  west  to  the  Buckeye 


Ralph  Evans,  letter  to  Edwin  H.  Dressel,  November  20,  1947. 

Ralph  Evans,  Confidential  Memorandum,  August  22,  1946,  titled  "Engagement  of  Artist  for  Design  of  Iowa 
Fifty  Cent  Commemorative  Coin."  Not  only  did  Mr.  Evans,  who  was  always  complete  and  detailed,  date  this 
memo,  he  also  timed  it:  11:00  CST. 

First,  the  Official  Register  of  the  Convention,  as  published  in  The  Numismatist  of  November  1946,  does  not 
list  Mr.  Evans.  Second,  both  Mr.  Bullowa  and  Mr.  Evans  corresponded,  although  in  one  letter  Mr.  Bullowa  refers 
to  the  Iowa  halt  dollar  as  "a  speculative  issue"  (letter  January  23,  1947). 

■William  Petersen,  letter  to  Ralph  Evans,  January  9,  1948. 

'Iowa  Centennial  Committee,  a  legally-constituted  body  authorized  by  Iowa’s  legislature  in  1945,  coordinated 
and  promoted  a  wide  and  extensive  array  of  events  and  programs  for  Iowa’s  centennial  in  1946,  much  of  which  is 
beyond  the  scope  of  this  series. 
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State.  His  education  was  summarized  as  "grade  schools,  high  schools,  and  business  schools  of'10 
Worcester,  and  he  also  did  special  studies  in  accounting,  commercial  law,  and  journalism.  He  served 
for  unspecified  times  as  private  secretary  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Frank  K.  Lane  in  President 
Woodrow  Wilson’s  administration,  1913-1920,  and  to  Iowa’s  Representative  Harry  E.  Hull,  who  was  in 
Congress  1915-1925. 

Mr.  Evans  worked  in  various  careers.  In  1953  he  was  reported  as  executive  vice  president  of 
Central  Broadcasting  Company  (WHO,  Des  Moines,  and  WOC,  Davenport).  Much  of  his  voluminous 
correspondence  was  on  the  letterhead  of  Central  Broadcasting  Company,  1001  Brady  Street,  Davenport, 
Iowa.  Earlier  in  life  he  was  for  a  short  time  on  the  staff  of  McClure's  Magazine, zand,  for  some  time  in 
the  1930s  and  1940s,  he  worked  for  the  well-known  Palmer  College  of  Chiropractic  in  Davenport,  Iowa. 
However,  he  was  not  a  chiropractor  himself,  nor  did  he  have  any  medical  background. 

Originally  he  began  at  Palmer  in  its  business  affairs,  and  in  1928  he  joined  the  faculty  teaching 
courses  in  ethics  and  jurisprudence.  In  1934  he  became  a  director  on  Palmer’s  board  of  directors  and 
was  elected  its  vice  president  of  public  relations  in  1943.  The  1941  Wivern,  Palmer’s  yearbook,  describes 
"Ralph  Evans,  a  level-headed  executive,  never  too  busy  to  listen  to  student  problems,  in  charge  of 
correspondence  and  school  promotion."11 

Mr.  Evans  for  years  actively  contributed  to  Davenport  area  service  and  fraternal  organizations. 
He  was  a  Mason,  a  Shriner,  and  a  Rotarian.  He  belonged  to  the  Davenport  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  private  clubs,  Des  Moines  Club  and  Davenport  Club.  He  at  various  times  served  as  either  a  trustee 
or  director  to  the  Herbert  Hoover  Birthplace  Foundation,  Palmer  Memorial  Foundation  and  the  local 
Salvation  Army. 

Mr.  Evans  married  Audrey  Ligh  Dennis  of  Virginia,  and  they  had  one  son.  Evans  passed  away 
on  October  23,  1973,  in  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  at  the  age  of  77  and  was  buried  in  Culpeper,  Virginia,  his 
late  wife’s  being  from  Virginia. 

In  addition  to  his  public  service  and  fraternal  work,  he  was  a  citizen  member  of  the  Iowa 
Centennial  Memorial  Foundation  for  over  twenty  years.  He  was  one  of  the  four  original  appointees  by 
Governor  Blue  on  January  5,  1949,  and  served  until  his  death  in  1973. 

A  short  story  related  to  both  the  Iowa  half  dollar  and  Ralph  Evans  is  that  Representative  Karl  M. 
LeCompte,  author  of  Public  Law  612,  wrote  on  December  9,  1946,  asking  for  five  hundred  halves  to 
be  distributed  in  gratis  to  Washington  officials  and  legislators,  even  listing  various  ones  in  his  letter. 
After  contacting  his  local  bank  and  arranging  and  paying  for  only  one  hundred  halves  to  be  shipped  to 
Representative  LeCompte  at  his  Washington  office,  Mr.  Evans  replied: 

"As  you  already  know,  the  first  distribution  was  arranged  through  the  banks  in  Iowa  and 

any  surplus  coins  the  banks  had  were  to  be  returned  to  the  State  Treasurer’s  office  on  or 

before  January  15... I  called  the  Davenport  Bank  and  Trust  Company  this  noon  | January 

14,  1947]  and  they  were  going  to  return  approximately  two  hundred  coins  to  the  State 


'°The  Wivern ,  1940,  yearbook  of  Palmer  College  of  Chiropractic. 
"The  Wivern,  1941. 
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treasurer's  Office,  so  I  gave  them  my  personal  check  in  the  amount  of  $250.00  for  one 
hundred  of  these  coins  with  instructions  that  they  he  shipped  to  you  addressed  to  the 
House  Office  Building,  Washington,  D.C."12 

Representative  LeCompte  promptly  reimbursed  the  $250.  Such  attention  was  given  not  just  to 
the  important  issues  but  to  all  aspects  of  this  half  dollar. 


November  19,  1948  Examination  of  the  100  Iowa  Halves  in  Des  Moines 
Left  to  Right:  Frank  Warner,  Harold  Klein,  Edith  W.  McElroy,  Ralph  Evans, 

Hon.  Robert  D.  Blue,  Hon.  John  M.  Grimes,  and  Charles  H.  Barber 

This  author,  being  a  railroad  enthusiast,  read  in  Mr.  Evans’  papers  that  he  often  traveled  by  train, 
common  in  the  days  after  World  War  II,  between  Davenport  and  Des  Moines  and  often  conducted 
business  on  the  train.  "I  will  be  on  the  five  o’clock  Rocket  tomorrow  night,  heading  for  Des  Moines  and 
if  you  happen  to  be  going  up  at  that  time,  I’ll  look  for  you  on  the  train."13 

This  is  about  all  that  is  known  or  available  presently  on  this  man.  Governor  N.  A.  Erbe,  Iowa’s 
governor  1961-1963,  in  a  note  to  this  author  confirmed  Evans’  positions  at  Palmer  and  described  him  as 
"a  very  nice  guy  and  every  inch  a  business  executive."14  Mr.  Evans’  papers  and  files— filled  with  many 
secretary-typed  copies  often  duplicated  in  multiple  files-demonstrated  his  keen  business  and  management 
skills.  To  this  author,  Mr.  Evans-whose  papers  and  tiles  were  given  to  the  University  of  Iowa  in  Iowa 
City  and  which  have  been  a  gold  mine  of  reference  and  record-is  to  be  acknowledged  as  a  significant 
historical  primary  source.  Sadly,  not  much  more  can  be  told  of  his  life  and  career.  Although  his 


Ralph  Evans,  letter  to  Karl  LeCompte,  January  14,  1947.  Incidentally,  this  same  bank  had  a  full-page  display 
ad  in  the  1946  American  Numismatic  Association  (ANA)  Official  Convention  Program. 

Ralph  Evans,  letter  to  William  Petersen,  January  14,  1947. 

l4Govemor  N.  A.  Erbe,  note  to  author,  undated. 
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obituary  in  the  local  Davenport  newspaper  noted  his  work  with  the  Iowa  half  dollar,  he  has  never 
received  any  recognition  for  his  tireless  efforts.  If  any  one  individual  can  be  signaled  out  to  the  success 
of  the  1946  Iowa  Statehood  Centennial  commemorative  half  dollar,  it  is  indisputably  the  late  Ralph  Evans. 
He  was  not  just  the  "main  member;"  he  was  for  all  purposes  the  "creator"  of  the  Iowa  half  dollar.  From 
its  inception  through  sales  to  the  preservation  of  the  now-famous  one  thousand  halves,  the  Iowa  hoard, 
one  name  consistently  appears  as  a  signature  or  addressee,  that  of  the  late  Ralph  Evans. 

In  a  letter  by  Frank  Warner  to  Mr.  Evans,  Mr.  Warner,  who  was  then  secretary  of  the  Iowa 
Bankers  Association,  writes  "Knowing  your  magnanimous  desire  to  place  credit  always  where  it 
belongs..."15  let  this  author  paraphrase  here  his  "desire,"  at  long  last,  to  recognize  and  to  honor  the 
"credit"  of  Ralph  Evans,  truly  the  main  character  in  the  saga  of  the  1946  Iowa  Statehood  Centennial 
commemorative  half  dollar. 
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Part  Eight:  Collectors,  Too,  Buy  the  Coin 

by  Michael  S.  Turrini 


This  eighth  article  in  this  Iowa  half-dollar  series  is  respectfully  dedicated  to  my  former  college 
professor  and  close  friend,  Gayle  M.  Bennett,  in  consideration  and  recognition  of  his  fellowship  and 
support  over  the  year.  Mr.  Bennett,  a  son  of  the  Hawkey  e  State,  is  a  retired  Air  Force  officer  and  former 
Iowan  newspaper  editor. 


As  this  series  on  the  1946  Iowa  Statehood  Centennial  commemorative  half  dollar  progresses  to 
this  eighth  article,  it  would  be  appropriate  to  cover  the  means  and  methods  used  to  sell  the  Iowa  half 


l5Frank  Warner,  letter  to  Ralph  Evans,  April  3,  1947. 
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dollar  to  both  lowans  and  the  public.10  The  sales  occurred  during  a  very  short  period,  late  December 
ll)4(>  through  March  P>4  Regardless  ot  this  brief  sales  period  (initially  by  some  650  Iowan  banks  and 
later  \  ia  the  state  treasurer’s  office),  the  sales  were  extremely  successful.  Contrary  to  the  so-called  large 
mintage  ot  100,000  (compared  with  previous  1930s  commemorative  half  dollars  of  much  smaller 
mintage),  some  ninety  percent  ot  the  coins  were  sold  within  the  first  thirty  days  of  the  sales."17  The 
Report  ot  Activities  ot  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee  notes  "the  coins  were  distributed  under  a  plan 
unique  in  the  annals  ot  coin  collecting."18  Now,  what  was  this  plan  and  why  was  it  developed?  The 
previous  articles  in  this  series  have  answered  these  questions  in  part.  This  current  article  and  following 
ones  will  report  details  on  the  sales  that  the  later  Governor  Robert  D.  Blue,  in  a  letter  to  this  author  over 
forty  years  later,  wrote  proudly  "achieved  a  distribution  of  the  coins  throughout  the  State  and  prevented 
speculators  from  acquiring  large  numbers  of  the  coins. 


n  19 


First,  some  background  should  be  summarized.  Most  numismatists  and  commemorative  coinage 
students  are  readily  familiar  with  the  legacy  of  abuses,  complaints,  and  open  fraud  that  stained  many 
commemorative  coinage  issues  of  the  1920s  and  1930s.  Much  can  be  read  on  this  subject  in  Anthony 
Swiatek  and  Walter  Breen’s  monumental  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Silver  and  Gold  Commemorative 
Coins. ^  The  tact  that  the  Iowa  half  dollar  along  with  the  compatriot  Booker  T.  Washington  and  later 
B.  I .  Washington/George  Washington  Carver  halves  were  the  only  commemorative  coins  approved  and 
authorized  between  1938  and  1982  confirms  the  low  repute  of  commemorative  coins  in  the  1940s.  This 
condition  was  certainly  known  to  those  involved  with  this  Iowa  half-dollar  issue— Governor  Blue,  State 
Treasurer  John  Grimes,  Ralph  Evans,  and  Adam  Pietz,  the  coin’s  designer.  Representative  Karl 
LeCompte  (1887-1972),  who  introduced  the  legislation  HR2377  on  February  27,  1945,  was  obviously 
aware  of  the  criticism  of  commemorative  coinage  issues,  for  care  had  been  written  into  the  final  bill  that 
became  Public  Law  612  on  August  7,  1946,  to  prevent  any  abuses,  complaints  or  fraud. 

Section  Two  of  the  short  act  clearly  assigns  the  halves  to  the  control  of  the  state  and  its  governor, 
not  a  private  committee,  nor  non-profit  association,  nor  a  so-called  foundation  as  with  many  previous 
commemorative  coinage  issues.  "Such  coins  shall  be  issued  in  such  numbers  and  at  such  times  during 
the  calendar  year  1946  as  shall  be  requested  by  such  State  of  Iowa... and  the  net  proceeds  shall  be  used 
tor  the  observation  of  the  Centennial  as  directed  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Iowa."21 
Representative  LeCompte,  who  served  in  Congress  from  1939  to  1959,  must  have  been  aware  of  the 


KThis  article  is  but  another  in  the  author's  continuing  senes.  It  is  planned  to  be  the  First  of  several  subsequent 
articles  reviewing  the  distnbution,  marketing,  and  sales  of  the  Iowa  half  dollar.  For  convenience,  footnotes  are 
limited  to  direct  quotations  or  major  aspects.  Incidentally,  this  present  article  was  originally  intended  to  be  one  of 
the  initial  articles  in  this  series. 

Edith  McElroy,  Executive  Secretary,  Report  of  Activities  of  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee,  p.  14. 

l8Ibid.,  p.  13. 

‘Governor  Robert  D.  Blue,  letter  August  15,  1989,  to  this  author. 

"Swiatek  and  Breen’s  scholarly  study  is  a  must  for  any  serious  student  of  commemorative  coinage.  The  initial 
input  tor  this  author’s  research  was  launched  from  their  major  joint  effort. 

Public  Law  612,  Chapter  767,  Revised  Statutes. 
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unfavorable  arguments  against  commemorative  coinages.  He  also  must  have  been  aware  of  the  infamous 
Public  Law  278  of  August  5,  1939,  which  had  terminated  commemorative  coinage  issues. 

To  regress  somewhat  from  the  Iowa  half-dollar  saga,  one  of  the  single  most  important  documents 
in  the  history  of  commemorative  coinage,  and  a  micro-study  into  the  criticisms  of  the  1920s  and  1930s 
commemorative  coinage  issues,  is  the  little-known  House  Report  #101,  76th  Congress,  First  Session. 
This  report,  authored  by  Representative  John  J.  Cochran  (1880-1947)  and  sometimes  titled  the  Cochran 
Report,  was  an  intense  censure  against  commemorative  coins.  The  words  racket,  deplored  the  abuses, 
ill-effects,  pernicious  policy,  and  graft  were  used  liberally  throughout  the  report.22  This  report  details 
legislation  and  each  commemorative  coin  issue  from  the  1892  Columbian  half  dollar  through  the  1938 
issues.  Particular  attention  is  directed  to  the  Oregon  Trail,  Texas  Centennial,  Daniel  Boone,  and  Rhode 
Island  Tercentennial  issues.  The  highly  critical  House  Report  #101  ends,  "thousands  of  coin  collectors 
throughout  the  United  States  appeal  to  the  Congress  to  prevent  further  issues  of  commemorative  coins 
under  the  old  Acts."23 

So  influential  was  House  Report  #101  that  President  Harry  Truman  in  his  Veto  Message  of  May 
4,  1948,  withholding  approval  of  Bill  SI  304  for  the  Minnesota  Territorial  Centennial  commemorative  half 
dollars,  would  refer  to  the  report,  writing  that  it  "graphically  revealed  the  abuses  which  have  resulted 
from  the  multiple  issue  of  commemorative  coins."24  In  addition,  in  testimony  before  Congress  in  1963, 
some  twenty-four  years  after  the  report  was  first  published,  United  States  Mint  Director  Eva  Adams 
would  refer  to  this  same  report  and  have  it  in  its  entirety  inserted  into  the  permanent  record.  For  those 
interested  in  an  excellent  commentary  on  the  commemorative  coinage  issues  of  the  1920s  and  1930s, 
House  Report  #101  is  a  must.  It  confirms  what  Swiatek  and  Breen  in  their  eloquent  words  called  "that 
five  finger  word:  GREED." 

This  was  the  situation  in  1946  as  HR2377  moved  through  Congress  and  passed  both  Houses  and 
went  to  President  Truman.  The  House  of  Representatives’  hearings  on  HR2377  were  held  on  June  28. 
July  10,  and  July  12,  1946,  before  its  now-defunct  House  Committee  on  Coinage,  Weights  and  Measures. 
President  Truman  was  to  sign  HR2377  on  August  7,  1946;  however,  the  President,  in  an  issued 
statement,  stated  his  opposition  to  commemorative  coinage  preferring  "however,  to  approve  legislation 
that  would  have  provided  for  commemorative  medals  rather  than  for  standard  coins..."23  This  was  the 
background  as  Iowa  proceeded  to  mint  and  to  sell  its  statehood  centennial  commemorative  half  dollar. 

Compounding  these  concerns  were  two  other  factors:  the  lateness  in  the  year  the  legislation  was 
adopted  and  to  be  accomplished— the  halves  were  not  to  be  minted  until  late  November  1946— and  the 
mintage  of  100,000  (large  for  commemorative  coinage  issues  of  the  times)  to  market  and  to  sell.  The 
plan  developed  was  quite  elaborate  and  specific.  It  will  reviewed  in  future  articles. 


“Representative  Cochran,  who  served  twenty  years  total  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  was  a  Democrat  from 
Missouri.  Obviously,  his  language  was  both  direct  and  candid.  The  author  is  attempting  to  learn  his  opinion  on 
the  Iowa  half  dollar,  being  in  Congress  at  the  time  HR2377  was  proposed. 

^House  Report  #101,  76th  Congress,  First  Session,  Representative  John  J.  Cochran. 

^Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents:  Harry  S  Truman,  1948,  Item  90. 

^Public  Papers  of  the  Presidents:  Harry  S  Truman,  1946,  Item  196. 
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\\  ith  the  announcement  ot  the  President’s  approval  of  the  act,  Edith  McElroy,  who  was  the 
executive  secretary  ot  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee,  wrote  to  Ralph  Evans,  chairman  of  its 
Subcommittee  on  the  Coin,  that  no  plans  have  been  made  for  its  (half  dollar)  handling  and  advised  all 


inquiries  that  their  names  will  be  placed  in  the  tile  and  when  we  do  have  something  definite  to  say  they 
will  be  advised.  "  Questions  on  the  impending  Iowa  half  dollar  were  irritating  due  to  their  number  and 
lack  ot  definite  answers.  Again,  Ms.  McElroy  wrote  that  "reporters  call  all  the  time  and  want  to  know 
what  the  Committee  is  doing."'7  Possibly  as  pressure,  on  September  9,  1946,  she  wrote  to  Ralph  Evans 
urging  him  to  have  his  Subcommittee  on  the  Coin  meet  and  act  on  plans  for  the  sales  of  the  Iowa  half 
dollars,  f  et,  as  late  as  November  27,  1946,  State  Treasurer  John  Grimes  replied  to  a  state  senator  that 
no  plan  for  the  sale  and  distribution  of  the  fifty-cent  pieces"  had  as  yet  been  "approved  "28  Why  the 
delay? 


Clearly,  Ralph  Evans  put  the  first  priority  on  the  designing  and  minting  and  to  do  so  on  time. 
In  a  letter  to  Ralph  Young,  apparently  a  radio  reporter  for  Mr.  Evans’  Des  Moines  Radio  Station  WHO 
assigned  to  Washington,  Mr.  Evans  writes  strongly,  "The  time  element  is  very  short,  and  no  delay  must 
occur  if  actual  minting  of  the  coins  is  to  be  accomplished... The  Iowa  State  Centennial  Committee  has 
delegated  full  authority  to  our  Subcommittee... Our  Subcommittee  realizes  that  the  procedures  [marketing 
and  selling  the  halves]  must  be  prompt  and  decisive... There  must  be  no  confusion  or  delay  if  the  coin 
is  to  be  minted  within  the  time  limitation."29 

The  first  mention  of  a  possible  proposed  sale  via  local  banks  was  in  an  October  9,  1946,  letter 
from  Mr.  Evans  to  Lester  Milligan,  chairman  of  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee: 

The  more  I  weigh  the  various  factors  involved,  the  more  I  am  inclined  to  work  out  a 
cooperative  arrangement  with  the  Banks.  Confidentially,  Les,  I  talked  with  a  group  of 
executives  at  the  Iowa-Des  Moines  Bank  on  the  premise  that  the  Banks  in  Iowa  will  have 
a  splendid  public  relations  opportunity  in  cooperating  with  our  Committee  and  the  State 
Treasurer’s  Office  in  devising  sound  and  sensible  methods  of  distribution.30 

On  the  same  day,  Mr.  Evans  corresponded  with  Frank  Warner  (1888-1982),  secretary  of  the  Iowa 
Bankers  Association  (IBA),  reminding  him  "that  I  phoned  you  while  in  Des  Moines  last  week,  because 
my  own  individual  opinion  is  that  it  should  be  practicable  to  enlist  the  cooperation  of  the  Banks.  I  talked 
with  Governor  Blue,  and  my  understanding  is  that  he  is  going  to  have  a  chat  with  you."31 


:6Edith  McElroy,  letter  August  27,  1946,  to  Ralph  Evans. 

27lbid. 

'State  Treasurer  John  Grimes,  letter  November  27,  1946,  to  State  Senator  A.  D.  Clem.  Senator  Clem  wanted 
a  tew  halves  tor  presentations. 

~9Ralph  Evans,  letter  September  7,  1946,  to  Ralph  E.  Young.  The  author  has  excerpted  the  most  significant 

passages  for  emphasis. 

Ralph  Evans,  letter  October  9,  1946,  to  Lester  Milligan. 

Ralph  Evans,  letter  October  9,  1946,  to  Frank  Warner. 
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As  explained  in  the  previous  article,  Ralph  Evans  (1896-1973)  was  always  determined  to  do  what 
was  best.  To  this  end,  he  corresponded  about  possible  sales  ideas  with  Leland  Howard  of  the  United 
States  Mint  and  also  with  renowned  contemporary  numismatist  David  M.  Bullowa,  even  reading  Mr. 
Bullowa’s  book.  The  Commemorative  Coinage  of  the  United  States.  The  result  of  all  his  corresponding, 
coupled  with  constant  reminders  from  Ms.  McElroy,  was  a  meeting  held  on  November  14,  1946,  in 
Room  18  of  the  Des  Moines  Club.  Present  were  five  Des  Moines  area  bank  executives  who  were  from 
the  Des  Moines  Clearinghouse  Association,  the  State  Superintendent  of  Banks,  Frank  Warner  for  the  IBA, 
and  Ralph  Evans,  who  represented  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee,  a  total  of  eight  persons.  This 
meeting,  actually  a  luncheon  for  it  convened  at  1 1  a.m.,  would  be  reimbursed  for  its  meal  cost  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  half  dollars’  later  sale.  The  meal  tab  was  $19.80,  and  that  was  for  eight  persons!  Mr. 
Evans,  on  the  following  day,  dictated  an  ‘Important  Memorandum’;  his  thoughts  are  of  such  relevance 
that  his  memorandum  is  reproduced  on  the  following  page.  The  result  of  this  November  14,  1946, 
meeting  was,  in  general,  the  plan  to  utilize  the  Iowan  banks  via  its  state  association  as  the  initial  and  sole 
promoter  and  seller  of  the  half  dollars.  This  plan  will  be  reviewed  in  the  next  article. 

Suffice  to  say,  at  the  meeting  of  the  entire  Iowa  Centennial  Committee  on  December  1 ,  1946  [the 
latest  in  the  year  of  these  various  meetings],  "a  general  plan"  was  proposed  and  discussed.32  The 
proposal,  it  was  noted  in  the  minutes,  was  the  plan  "of  handling  the  coins  as  presented  by  Ralph  Evans, 
chairman  of  the  Subcommittee  on  Coins,  as  developed  by  Frank  Warner,  executive  secretary  of  the  IBA, 
the  state  treasurer’s  office  and  the  governor’s  office,  together  with  Mr.  Evans."33  Governor  Blue,  who 
attended  this  meeting  in  person,  spoke  highly  in  favor  of  the  plan,  "He  said  he  believed  it  could  be 
worked  out  satisfactorily  and  with  fairness,  as  he  felt  the  bankers  were  approaching  the  problem  with 
integrity  and  a  high  level  of  civic  responsibility."34  Governor  Blue,  at  this  meeting,  mentioned  his 
intention  to  establish  "a  trust  fund"  which  "theme  would  be  perpetual"  from  the  net  proceeds  of  the  "coin 
sale,"33  the  still-functioning  Iowa  Centennial  Memorial  Foundation.  This  foundation  has  been  reviewed 
in  the  Fall/Winter  1991  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  planned  "method  of  handling  the  coins  as  presented"  be 
adopted.36  The  motion  passed  unanimously.  In  closing,  Lester  Milligan,  Chairman  of  the  Iowa 
Centennial  Committee  "extended  to  Ralph  Evans  the  thanks  of  the  Committee  for  the  work  done  in 
securing  the  coin  and  in  promoting  the  plan  for  its  sale.  He  also  informed  the  governor  that  Mr.  Evans 
had  spent  much  time  and  money  in  doing  this  work...."37  Governor  Blue  concurred  and  "expressed  his 
appreciation." 


3:In  all  of  Ralph  Evans’  extensive  and  often-duplicated  papers,  these  minutes  were  the  only  ones  that  seem  to 
have  been  filed  and  kept  due  to  the  obvious  actions  on  the  half  dollar.  Note  also  Governor  Blue’s  involvement  and 
interest. 

33Minutes  of  Iowa  Centennial  Committee,  meeting  of  December  1,  1946. 


34Ibid. 


35Ibid. 


36Ibid. 


37Ibid. 
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DBS  MOINKS,  IOWA  -  November  14,  1946 
DAVENPORT,  November  15,  1946 


IMPORTANT  MEMORANDUM  re  DISTRIBUTION  and  SALE  of  the  IOWA  CENTEN¬ 
NIAL  COMMEMORA  IT  VE  HALF-DOLLAR.  (Make  4  copies  -  NO-IT  A  R  paper-  for  files) 

MEETING  wuh  members  of  Des  Moines  Clearing  House  Association,  Nov.  14,  1946. 

With  the  information  I  received  from  official  sources,  I  understood  that  much  of  the 
opposition  to  the  authorization  of  Commemorative  Coins  was  due  to  the  methods  of 
distribution  and  sale  of  such  coinage.  The  opinions  expressed  to  me  were  to  the  effect  that 
United  States  Coins,  particularly  Commemorative  Issues,  should  not  be  used  for  exploitation 
and  profit  by  Com  Dealers  or  other  smelly  commercial  interests  or  individuals.  Furthermore, 
the  officials  of  The  U.  S.  Treasury  believed  Commemorative  Medals  should  be  used  instead 
of  Coins. 

During  all  of  my  conferences  with  U.S.  Treasury  officials,  as  well  as  with  Iowa 
officials,  I  emphasized  the  fact  that  members  of  the  Iowa  Centennial  Committee  were 
determined  to  exercise  very  stnet  control  over  the  distribution  and  sale  of  the  Iowa 
Commemorative  Half-dollar,  if  its  issuance  were  authorized  by  Congress. 

Immediately  after  Congress  authonzed  the  Minting  of  (not  to  exceed  One  Hundred 
Thousand)  Iowa  Commemorative  Half-dollars,  and  the  Bill  had  been  signed  by  President 
Truman  (with  a  mild  protest  re  such  Commemorative  comage)  various  and  numerous 
suggestions  were  forthcoming  re  price,  methods  of  distribution,  sale,  etcetera.  Naturally, 
pressures  were  forthcoming  from  Com  Dealers  and  other  commercial  sources.  Regardless 
of  all  the  pro  and  con  arguments  submitted,  it  was  my  personal  conviction  that  “skilled  and 
experienced”  personnel  m  any  field  of  endeavor  usually  produced  the  best  results;  therefore, 
I  decided  to  try  and  enlist  the  practical  counsel  and  cooperation  of  the  Iowa  Bankers 
Association  and  all  the  Banks  of  Iowa.  (By  getting  “skilled  and  experienced”  cooperation 
from  the  U.S.  Post  Office  Department,  a  very  beautiful  and  distinctive  Iowa  Commemorative 
Stamp  was  the  practical  result.)  Now,  afterourefforts  in  getting  the  Com  had  been  successful, 
we  most  certainly  did  not  want  any  “scandal”  or  justified  criticisms  forthcoming  because  of 
any  mept,  or  poorly  conceived  plan  of  distribution  and  sale.  We  wanted  every  individual  in 
Iowa  to  have  equal  opportunity  to  obtain  one  of  the  Iowa  Commemorative  half-dollars  at  an 
established  price. 

Frank  Warner,  Secretary  of  the  Iowa  Bankers  Association,  kindly  arranged  a  meeting 
for  me  in  Des  Momes,  together  with  members  of  the  Des  Moines  Clearing  House  Associa- 
uon ,  so  that  I  could  present  my  thoughts  and  ideas,  and  especial  ly  my  very  earnest  and  hopeful 
plea  that  the  Iowa  Banks  and  their  Association  assume  the  very  detailed  and  involved  task 
of  distribution  and  sale.  It  would  also  permit  me  to  present  the  thoughts  and  concern  of  U.S. 
Treasury  officials. 

THE  MEETING  CONVENED  AT  1 1 :00  a  m..  NOVEMBER  1 4, 1946,  in  Room  1 8  of 
the  DES  MOINES  CLUB.  Those  present  at  the  meeting  were: 

From  the  Des  Momes  Clearing  House  Association:  Herbert  L  Horton,  President,  Iowa- 
Des  Moines  National  Bank  and  Trust  Company;  James  W.  Hubbell,  Vice  President,  Bankers 
Trust  Company;  Carl  W.  Mesmer,  Vice  President,  Bankers  Trust  Company;  Wmfield  W. 
Scott,  Senior  Vice  President,  Valley  Bank  &  Trust  Company;  J.  R.  Cappe,  Vice  President, 
Central  National  Bank  and  Trust  Company;  also  -  N.  P.  Black,  State  Superintendent  of 
Banking,  Des  Moines;  Frank  Warner,  Secretary,  Iowa  Bankers  Association,  Des  Momes,  and 
Ralph  Evans,  Davenport,  Iowa 

Everyone  present  was  very  cordial  and  considerate  and,  what  was  of  utmost  impor¬ 
tance,  agreed  to  do  the  job  as  a  part  of  their  contribution  to  the  entire  State  of  Iowa  Centennial 
Observance. 

Ralph  Evans 
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*  *  * 

NAME  THAT  COMMEM! 

Below  is  another  XCU  photograph  taken  from  a  U.S.  commemorative  half  dollar.  Homer  became 
really  excited,  thinking  that  Bill  must  be  a  friend  of  the  Incredible  Hulk  and  asked  that  Bill  introduce  him 
the  next  time  they  got  together.  The  entire  coin  is  depicted  on  a  following  page... 


(Photo  courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz) 
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(hit1  of  the  most  exciting  experiences  a  true  numismatist  can  have  is  to  discover  a  previously 
unknown  specimen  that  until  that  time  had  escaped  the  attention  of  the  numismatic  community.  This 
happened  recently  to  a  Society'  member,  who  wrote  to  us  with  the  entire  story... 


JUST  PLAIN  LUCKY! 

by  Dennis  Brown  (R-0087,  FL) 


Little  did  I  think,  when  I  was  shown  a  small 
collection  of  coins  that  might  possibly  be  for  sale  in 
Nantucket,  MA,  during  my  annual  vacation  to  "The 
Island,"  that  among  the  basically  common-date  pieces 
would  be  a  real  find.  As  I  examined  them,  I  wasn’t  even 
interested  in  the  Stone  Mountain  but  the  1807  Bust  Half 
(Breen  No.  4594,  Footless  F,  Very  Rare,  Ov.  108.  F 
lacks  r.  base,  rev.  of  1806).  Two  other  pieces  caught  my 
eye:  an  1808  Bust  Half  with  a  planchet  defect  above  the 
head,  an  1834  Bust  Half  that  was  extremely  fine  but 
weakly  struck  on  the  reverse,  and  a  deep  gunmetal  gray 
XF/AU  1814  Peruvian  Pillar  Dollar. 

Actually,  there  was  only  one  uncirculated  coin  in 
the  entire  grouping,  which  also  contained  a  few  silver 
dollars,  i.e.,  three  1921  Morgan  Dollars  and  two  1923 
Peace  Dollars.  That  coin  was  the  aforementioned  Stone 
Mountain.  I  distinctly  remember  looking  at  it,  both 
obverse  and  reverse,  rather  quickly  just  to  see  whether  it 
was  really  BU. 

Two  days  after  the  woman  who  owned  the  collection  first  showed  it  to  me,  she  decided  to  accept 
my  offer.  When  she  arrived,  I  just  made  sure  that  everything  was  still  there  and  paid  her  for  the  coins. 
However,  the  following  day  only  an  hour  before  we  were  to  leave  The  Island,  I  began  packing  the  coins 
and  putting  certain  ones  in  flips.  As  I  was  about  to  do  the  same  with  the  Stone  Mountain,  I  noticed  what 
appeared  to  be  a  "severe  wound"  on  the  reverse.  I  was  astounded  when  it  turned  out  to  be  a 
counterstamp.  Needless  to  say,  I  had  a  nice  trip  back,  looking  at  the  coin  and  wondering  how  I  missed 
seeing  "VA  286"  and  how  rare  it  really  was. 

Being  unfamiliar  with  these  pieces  I  decided  to  contact  my  good  friend,  Frank  DuVall  (LM-01, 
AL),  and  at  the  same  time  sent  the  coin  to  the  October  Long  Beach  Expo  with  Tim  Carroll  (R-0794, 
FL)  and  Joe  Seminara  (R-1969,  FL).  They  contacted  Helen  Carmody  (R-007,  CA)  as  to  its  value  and 
scarcity.  She  advised  them  not  to  sell  the  coin  until  she  had  an  opportunity  to  check  her  records 
regarding  known  Stone  Mountain  counterstamps,  which  had  been  provided  her  by  Adna  G.  Wilde,  Jr., 
ANA  treasurer  and  recognized  expert  in  this  specialized  area.  There  was  a  lingering  thought  in  her  mind 
that  it  might  be  a  heretofore-undocumented  specimen. 


After  returning  home,  she  learned  that  number  was  not  recorded  and  enlisted  the  assistance  of 
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Mr.  Wilde.  Unbeknownst  to  her  during  the  same  period,  I  had  contacted  Frank,  who  gave  me  the  same 
advice.  I  then  sent  the  coin  to  Mr.  Wilde  for  authentication,  and  it  has  not  yet  been  decided  whether  the 
coin  will  be  for  sale.  However,  I  now  have  the  22nd  known  VA  counterstamp  and  the  232nd  known  of 
all  Stone  Mountain  counterstamps. 

So  often  we  hear,  "Collecting  isn’t  fun  anymore;  it’s  impossible  to  find  anything  interesting  in 
circulation."  Well,  this  is  one  instance  of  a  small  circulated  collection  holding  a  piece  of  great  interest 
to  those  who  specialize  in  this  area  of  commemorative  collecting.  Who  knows?  One  day  you  too  may 
find  a  "treasure"  among  some  circulated  coins.  That  alone  should  be  an  incentive  to  keep  checking  your 
coins  and  those  of  dealers  at  shows  and  shops.  Your  knowledge  may  give  you  an  edge,  and  your  rewards 
could  be  considerable.  Then,  too,  you  may  be  like  I  was— just  plain  lucky! 

*  *  * 

A  BIG  THANK  YOU! 


We  are  in  the  debt  of  Society  member  Janies  J.  Dooley 
(R-1809,  CA)  for  calling  attention  to  our  club  in  the  November 
1992  issue  of  the  Courier,  the  monthly  newsletter  of  the  Long 
Beach  (CA)  Coin  Club.  Jim’s  "Collector  Specialty  Report" 
related: 


Being  an  active  member  of  this  growing 
organization  of  serious  numismatists  and  dedicated 
volunteers  is  one  of  the  best  ways  to  have  FUN 
with  commemoratives.  Each  issue  of  The  Trail  is 
educational  and  entertaining  and  is  the  first  place 
to  look  for  new  discoveries  in  the  field. 
Belonging  to  this  rare  group  of  numismatists  can 
only  enhance  one’s  commemorative  collecting 
pleasure. 


Thanks,  Jim,  and  a  special  thanks  is  also  due  Warren  Heistand,  editor  of  the  Courier  and 
secretary  of  the  Long  Beach  Coin  Club.  The  LBCC  is  comprised  of  very  dedicated  numismatists  who 
enthusiastically  promote  our  hobby.  For  more  information  on  the  club,  please  write  to  Mr.  Heistand  at 
1841  College  Place,  Long  Beach,  CA  90815. 


*  *  * 


Once  again  we  are  very  much  pleased  to  be  able  to  present  another  installment  from  Ray  Mercer’s 
classic  work,  A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Grading  &  Minting  Characteristics  of  United  States  Commemorative 
Coins,  Volume  One.  This  edition  contains  the  information  required  to  choose  just  which  type  of  luster 
on  a  California  Diamond  Jubilee  commemorative  half  dollar  that  one  wishes  to  include  in  his  or  her 
collection. 
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Oa.1  ifornia 

(mintage  -  86,594) 


The  California  offers  us  three  basic  categories  of  luster.  They  are  -  1.)  Satin,  2.)  Chrome-like,  and  3.) 
Semi-PL.  Although  the  "Semi-PL"  is  actually  a  subdivision  of  the  Chrome-like,  it  deserves  special  mention  in 
a  detailed  text  as  it  displays  some  interesting  minting  characteristics  of  its  own.  Let's  take  a  look  at  the 
three  "types"  of  luster  common  to  the  California... 


SATIN 

Both  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  satin  finish  California  display  a  fine  granulation  which,  in  turn, 
produces  a  "soft”  mint  bloom  across  the  surfaces  of  the  coin.  Its  luster's  highlights  are  far  from  "flashy" 
in  contrast  and  true  to  most  satin  finish  examples  -  exhibits  a  subdued  "glow"  vaguely  reminiscent  of  "matte 
finish"  specimens. 

Due  to  the  subdued  nature  of  their  surfaces,  many  satin  finish  examples  have  been  brutally  cleaned  or 
dipped-out.  Once  again,  the  lack  of  knowledge  of  yesterday's  numismatist  has  proven  to  be  an  obstacle  for 
today's  informed  collector!  Not  understanding  the  inherent,  subtle  beauty  common  to  satin  finish  specimens, 
many  people  unwisely  went  for  the  "brilliant  look"  and  numismatically  abused  these  coins.  Not  realizing  the 
projection  of  a  coin's  luster  is  strictly  linked  to  the  physical  makeup  of  its  surfaces,  the  originality  of  a 
multitude  of  examples  has  been  butchered  -  and  unfortunately  -  lost  forever!  Carefully  tip  &  rotate  any 
specimen  in  question  underneath  a  direct  light  and  determine  the  true  status  of  its  luster  -  paying  special 
attention  to  its  SATIN  highlights  and  contrast. 


CHROME -LIKE 


The  "chrome-like"  California  represents  what  I  like  to  call  the  "transitional  stage"  between  satin  and 
semi-PL.  Although  nowhere  as  deep  in  body  as  a  true  Semi-PL,  its  surfaces  are  brilliant  and  it  displays 
strong  highlights.  However,  there  is  little  to  no  contrast  between  its  devices  and  fields  and  its  entire 
surfaces  exhibits  a  uniform,  "chrome- like",  shine. 


Unfortunately,  a  LARGE  percentage  of  these  coins  have  been  dipped-out  and  cleaned.  The  reasoning  behind  this 
tragic  state  of  affairs  can  be  probably  traced  to  the  fact  that  toned,  "chrome-like"  examples  are  frequently 
mistaken  for  Semi-PL  specimens  and  repeated  dipping  is  utilized  in  a  misguided  attempt  to  somehow  "bring  out" 
its  Semi-PL  surfaces.  Actually,  the  end  result  is  invariably  the  opposite  -  the  coin  becomes  even  more 
chrome- like  (not  PL!),  its  highlights  are  washed-out,  and  the  natural  eye  appeal  of  the  coin  is  gone 
forever . 
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SEMI-PL 


Of  the  three  "types”  of  luster  inherent  to  the  California,  not  only  is  the  true  Semi-PL  the  most  scarce,  but 
it  commands  the  most  attention  in  regards  to  popularity  and  monetary  premiums.  In  this  instance,  the  luster 
is  \erv  INTENSE  and  displays  a  DEEP  Semi-PL  nature  in  the  fields  -  especially  on  the  obverse.  Although  the 
reverse  displays  very  similar  attributes,  it  seldom  reaches  the  obverse's  intensity,  so  one  shouldn't  really 
expect  the  tuo  to  "match".  As  opposed  to  the  Chrome-like,  the  Semi-PL  displays  a  little  bit  more  contrast 
between  its  devices  and  fields,  but  this  characteristic  is  customarily  limited  to  the  obverse.  I  have  seen 
numerous  examples  exhibiting  some  "frost"  on  their  obverse  devices,  but  they  were  far  from  obtaining  a 
complete  cameo  effect.  On  the  other  hand,  the  reverse  depicting  the  grizzly  usually  lacks  any  noteworthy 
contrast  and  is  quite  uniform  in  appearance  with  its  fields. 

Strike 

Besides  the  obvious  differences  in  the  projection  of  luster,  another  easily  identifiable  trait  which  causes 
the  satin  finish  California  to  stand  out  from  its  Chrome-Like  and  semi-PL  relatives  is  the  overall  lack  of 
die  definition  on  these  coins.  On  the  obverse,  the  letters  in  the  word  "LIBERTY"  will  generally  begin  to  fade 

as  they  approach  the  rim  and  the  legend  &  date  at  the  base  will  quite  often  be  rather  indistinct  in 
appearance . 

On  the  reverse,  we  find  this  same  softness  in  the  definition  of  the  lettering.  The  grizzly's  "stitching" 
(fur)  is  indistinct  and  his  body  contours  tend  to  be  flat.  And  to  top  it  all  off,  even  the  "S"  mint  mark 
displays  a  reluctance  to  show  its  face! 

In  respect  to  its  die  definition,  the  trick  to  acquiring  a  satin  finish  California  is  to  STUDY  and  COMPARE  a 
good  number  of  pieces.  By  performing  this  "field  work"  you  will  soon  discover  that  it  is  not  a  question  of 
locating  a  specimen  without  a  weakness  of  die  definition,  but  a  knowledge  of  to  WHAT  DEGREE  this  minting 
characteristic  is  acceptable. 


The  above  photograph  illustrates  the  flatness  in  the  word  "LIBERTY"  that  can  be  found  on  the  vast  majority  of 
Chrome  like  specimens.  As  opposed  to  satin  finish  examples,  the  base  of  the  lettering  is  more  pronounced. 

As  opposed  to  satin  finish  examples,  chrome-like  specimens  will  generally  show  vastly  improved  die 
definition.  This  can  be  most  easily  studied  by  inspecting  the  lettering  on  the  obverse  -  especially  the 
letters  in  the  word  "LIBERTY".  A  close  examination  will  quickly  reveal  some  recutting,  but  the  top  part  of 
the  "E"  in  the  word  LIBERTY  is  still  quite  flat.  However,  in  general,  the  obverse  lettering  is  far  more 
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-  t.  than  on  the  satin  t  inish  coins.  Switching  to  the  reverse,  you  will  see  that  the  grizzly  exhibits  a 
1  improvement  in  overall  detail  -  especially  in  tdie  "stitching”  and  contour  lines.  Here  again,  the 
ring  shows  an  improvement  and  you  will  generally  discover  the  overall  detail  on  the  coin  has  improved. 


m-PL  examples  display  extensive  recutting  and  you  will  generally  find  that  the  deeper  the  PL  -  the  more 
pronounced  the  recutting  -  especially  on  the  letter  "L"  in  the  word  LIBERTY.  The  bear's  "stitching"  is  also 
far  more  distinct  -  as  is  the  reverse  lettering. 


Marks 

Inspect  the  surface  of  the  coin  to  locate  any  detracting  marks  -  paying  particular  attention  to  the  coin's 
main  focal  points  -  the  prospector's  shoulder  &  back  and  the  grizzly's  exposed  shoulder  &  leg.  As  with  ANY 
coin  you  examine,  the  significant  thing  to  remember  about  marks  is  their  SIZE,  NUMBER,  ORIGIN,  and  LOCATION. 

In  respect  to  the  "origin"  of  marks,  due  to  the  before  mentioned  cleaning  of  many  specimens,  make  sure  you 
carefully  tip  &  rotate  the  NAKED  surfaces  of  the  coin  under  a  direct  light.  This  way,  you  should  spot  any 
hairlines  from  cleaning  by  causing  their  contrast  to  appear.  In  respect  to  slide  marks  from  improper  storage, 
perform  the  same  exercise  -  paying  particular  attention  to  the  coin's  focal  points.  As  opposed  to  natural  bag 
and  track  marks,  hairlines  due  to  cleaning  or  improper  storage  almost  ALWAYS  disrupt  the  eye  appeal  of  a  coin 
because  of  their  unpleasant,  UNIFORM  appearance. 

One  important  thing  to  remember  is  that  the  chrome- like  AND  the  Semi-PL  California  will  display  varying 
degrees  of  die  polishing  marks  and  you  should  take  care  not  to  confuse  this  with  cleaning  hairlines.  Of 
course,  die  polishing  marks  are  raised,  while  cleaning  hairlines  cut  into  the  coin.  This  is  a  significant 
factor  to  consider  as  many  pieces  display  a  MULTITUDE  of  die  polishing  marks. 

Toning 

Obviously,  I  can't  tell  you  what  colors  or  progressions  to  expect  on  a  satin  finish  California  as  the  outside 
variables  effecting  each  individual  coin's  storage  history  certainly  leaves  us  no  room  for  wishful 
generalizations.  However,  it  is  always  wise  to  remember  that  a  coin's  toning  is  PROJECTED  by  the  luster 
underneath  it  and  satin  finish  examples  are  no  exception  to  this  rule.  Expect  the  toning  to  be  iridescent, 
but  to  REFLECT  with  the  same  subdued  nature  inherent  to  the  satin  luster  underneath  it!  In  other  words,  don't 
expect  the  toning  to  reflect  with  the  blaze  common  to  its  "chrome-like"  counterpart.  Look  for  good  body, 
depth,  and  iridescence  in  the  toning,  but  not  for  the  "flash"  you  will  never  find  on  a  satin  finish  coin! 

Just  as  the  satin  luster  projects  a  subtle  reflection  under  the  toning,  chrome-like  and  semi-PL  examples  have 
a  tendency  to  display  mint  "blast"  -  causing  the  toning  to  take  on  a  flamboyance  both  in  color  and  body. 
Through  study,  COMPARISON,  and  advice,  just  make  sure  the  specimen  in  question  is  original  as  the  chrome-like 
California  is  quite  often  encountered  artificially  toned!  On  occasion  Semi-PL  specimens  are  to  be  found  that 
display  just  breathtaking  color  and  iridescence  in  line  with  their  extremely  flashy  surfaces.  These  coins 
invariably  command  ENORMOUS  monetary  premiums  and  justifiably  so  -  they  simply  "sing"  with  added  eye  appeal! 

Summary 

We  have  now  learned  that  due  to  their  individual  die  characteristics,  there  are  three  different  "looking" 
California  halves  open  to  our  consideration.  One  is  NOT  "better"  than  the  other,  they  are  just  different 
coins  and  their  individuality  should  be  EQUALLY  respected. 

Now,  if  you  don't  mind  an  additional  buying  tip,  I  would  now  like  to  offer  a  fun  suggestion.  Regardless  of 
what  grade  level  you  seek,  why  not  collect  all  three  "types"  of  luster?  They  could  be  mounted,  side  by  side, 
in  a  plexi-glass  holder  (the  screw  type)  and  labeled  "satin",  "chrome- like" ,  and  "PL"!  This  interesting 
comparison  would  make  a  novel  addition  to  your  collection!  Now  that  you  have  the  knowledge  of  WHY  they  are 
different,  you  could  even  use  these  coins  as  a  basis  for  an  interesting  presentation  at  a  coin  club  meeting. 
Who  knows,  you  may  even  become  responsible  for  creating  a  new  commemorative  collector  in  the  process! 
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Now  that  we  have  learned  from  Dennis  Brown ’s  article  that  new  and  valuable  discoveries  are  still 
possible,  we  thought  we  should  look  to  Frank  DuVall,  who  has  in  the  past  supplied  us  with  important 
information  regarding  commemorative  varieties.  The  following  is  no  exception,  and  we  thank  Frank  for 
wanting  to  share  his  research  with  his  fellow  members... 


1920  AND  1921  PILGRIM  CLASHED-DIE  VARIETIES 


by  Frank  W.  DuVall  (LM-01,  AL) 

accornPanying  tour  pictures  show  the  characteristics  of  the  clashed -die  varieties  of  the  1920 
xr.  iq  ^  Commemoratives.  The  unclashed  1920  and  1921  Pilgrims  are  designated  "State  I." 

f,  .  ^  Pilgrim  die-clash  obverse  (State  II)  with  ship  outline  is  unique  as  known  by  the  author.  In 
addition,  the  1921  Pilgrim  die-clash  obverse  (with  the  ship  outline),  designated  "State  II-Variety  I  "  is 
also  unique  as  known  by  the  author.  Neither  of  these  1920  and  1921  new  die-clashed  obverses  (with  the 
ship,  sail,  and  wave  outlines)  have  been  reported  in  published  literature  except  as  an  updating  note 
provided  to  the  newest  edition  of  the  Breen-Swiatek  Encyclopedia  published  by  Bowers  and  Merena. 

For  ease  of  understanding,  the  states  and  varieties  are  shown  in  tabular  form: 

1920  Pilgrim 


State  I  - 

State  II  - 

1921  Pilgrim 

State  I  - 

New 

State  II  - 

New 

State  II  - 

New 

State  II  - 

Practically  all  of 

Unclashed  Die 

Clashed  Obverse  Die  with  Ship  Outline  (new,  as  pictured) 


Unclashed  Die 

Variety  I  -  Obverse  with  Ship  Outline,  Clashed  Reverse  (new,  as  pictured) 

Variety  II  -  Clashed  Obverse  (without  Ship  Outline),  Clashed  Reverse, 
as  described  as  State  II-Variety  I  in  Swiatek-Breen 

Variety  III  -  Clashed  Obverse  (without  Ship  Outline),  Unclashed  Reverse, 
as  described  as  State  II-Variety  II  in  Swiatek-Breen 


Breen-Swiatek  State  II-Variety  II,  estimated  by  Breen-Swiatek  to  consist  of  no  more  than  40  pieces!  (See 
page  315  of  The  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Silver  &  Gold  Commemorative  Coins  1892  to  1989  by 
Anthony  Swiatek  and  Walter  Breen.)  It  is  nice  to  conclude  this  article  by  the  Swiatek-Breen  admonition 

(also  on  page  315):  "Should  you  be  fortunate  to  see  the  error  or  die  clashed  variety,  purchase  it  without 
hesitation!" 


Caveat:  There  is  a  distinct  possibility  that  there  were  two  separate  1921  die  clashes  and  that  the 
1921  ship-outline  specimen  clashed  at  a  different  time  from  the  clashed-die  specimens  usually  seen 
Discussion  and  further  study  may  provide  the  full  insight  to  this  possibility. 
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NEW  MEMBERS 


A  sincere  welcome  to  the  following 
individuals  who  have  become  members  since  the 
publication  of  the  previous  issue  of  The  Trail. 
Our  thanks  go  to  all  those  Society  members  who 
are  indicated  as  their  proposers,  particularly 
Q.  David  Bowers  for  continuing  to  promote  our 
club  through  Bowers  and  Merena  publications. 
Numismatic  News,  and  Sterling  M.  "Chip" 
Gambino  and  Mike  Endres. 

Now  is  a  critical  time  for  our  club,  and 
all  of  us  should  make  a  special  effort  to  recruit 
new  members.  Please  take  a  few  minutes  to  ask 
friends  or  colleagues  whether  they  too  would 
enjoy  being  part  of  the  Society. 


Atkinson,  Mark  A . 

Battung,  Frank  J . 

Broyhill,  Phil  . 

Chow,  Alton  T.  W . 

Clark,  Dalfred  M . 

DeBold,  William  . 

Doty,  Randall  E . 

Drake,  David  W . 

Fleishaker,  Marvin  . 

Goodman,  Adam  M . 

Hal  faker,  Jason  K . 

Hendrickson  III,  Frank  D. 

Imhof,  Todd  L . 

Jensen,  John  P . 

Krogsdale,  Lawrence  A.  . 

Lebow,  Max  F . 

Moon,  Robert  R . 

Oravec,  Edward  . 

Rickard,  Lee  R . 

Salerno,  Edward  M . 

Scutch,  Frank  M . 

Shields,  Stephen  H . 

Shimmon,  J.  Duane . 

Silverman,  Leon  . 

Smith,  Jerry  E . 

Sperber,  Laura  S . 


. Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

. Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  Randall  Jack  Moore 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  Numismatic  News/The  Source 

.  Proposed  by  Sterling  M.  Gambino 

. Proposed  by  Randall  Jack  Moore 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

..  Proposed  by  Sterling  M.  Gambino/Mike  Endres 

. Proposed  by  A.  Swiatek/H.  &  D.  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  Patricia  E.  Davis 

. Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

Proposed  by  Sterling  M.  Gambino  &  Mike  Endres 

.  Proposed  by  Larry  Burke 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

. . .  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

Proposed  by  Sterling  M.  Gambino  &  Mike  Endres 

. Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

. Proposed  by  Numismatic  News/The  Source 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

Proposed  by  Sterling  M.  Gambino  &  Mike  Endres 

.  Proposed  by  Helen  &  Don  Carmody 

. Proposed  by  Ronald  A.  Zevin 
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Tuohy,  Martin 
Weber,  I.  J.  .. 


Proposed  by  Sterling  M.  Gambino  &  Mike  Entires 
. Proposed  by  Numismatic  News/The  Source 


Donations 


By  their  extremely  generous  and  thoughtful  donations,  the  following  individuals  have  contributed 
toward  enabling  our  Society  to  provide  members  with  the  "best  buy  in  numismatics": 

$0.00  to  $24.99 

Friesen,  Les 
Tipka,  Vernon  L. 

Wesp,  Joseph  M. 

$25.00  to  $49.99 

jones,  Elizabeth 
Kendrick,  Marion  F. 

Zaumeyer,  Jr.,  John 

$50,00  to  $74,99 

Hastey,  Ramond  L. 

$75.00  to  $99.99 

Salzberg,  Mark 

$175.00  and  Over 

Gambino,  Sterling  M.  "Chip" 


*  *  * 

John  F.  Kennedy  has  been  immortalized  on  our  nation ’s  coinage.  However,  it  may  be  interesting 
to  note  our  former  president  was  not  just  the  subject  of  coinage  but  actually  was  actively  involved  with 
respect  to  sponsoring  coinage  legislation  as  well.  It  is  now  our  privilege  to  present... 


JOHN  F.  KENNEDY’S  COMMEMORATIVE  COINAGE  PROPOSAL 

by  Donald  Scarinci  (R-1934,  NJ) 


The  role  of  John  F.  Kennedy  in  numismatics  did  not  begin,  as  most  numismatists  may  think,  after 
his  death  with  minting  of  a  halt  dollar  in  his  honor.  It  began  much  earlier  when  John  F.  Kennedy  was 
in  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives. 
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On  January  12,  1951,  John  F.  Kennedy  introduced  H  R.  1286  to  authorize  the  coinage  of  25-cent 
pieces  in  commemoration  of  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  Pine  Tree  Shilling.  The  bill  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Banking  and  Currency  as  noted  on  the  bill  and  in  the  Congressional  Record  of  that 
date  An  identical  bill  was  introduced  in  the  senate  as  S.290,  where  its  sponsors  were  Henry  Cabot 
Lodge,  Jr.,  and  Leverett  Saltonstall. 

Congressman  Kennedy’s  efforts  to  enact  commemorative  coin  legislation  came  at  a  time  when 
the  commemorative  coin  scandals  of  the  late  1930s  were  still  fresh  in  the  minds  of  Washington  legislators. 
The  bill  was  not  likely  to  pass,  even  with  the  prestigious  sponsorship  of  the  Pine  Tree  Shilling 
Tercentenary  Committee  and  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  whose  president  at  the  time  was 
M.  Vernon  Sheldon.  Other  sponsors  included  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  the  American  Numismatic  Society, 
the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Boston  City  Council,  the  Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America,  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  and 
other  groups. 

Sponsors  of  the  bill  had  hoped  that  the  commemorative  legislation  would  become  law  early 
enough  in  order  that  the  first  commemorative  coin  may  be  struck  on  May  27,  1952,  300  years  to  the  date 
that  the  Massachusetts  legislature  passed  its  bill  authorizing  Captain  John  Hull  to  mint  shillings  in 

Massachusetts. 

The  Pine  Tree  Shilling  Tercentenary  Commemorative  Committee  published  a  pamphlet  that  may 
be  of  interest  to  Society  members.  It  is  available  through  the  lending  library  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  Catalog  No.  GB40/A5. 

*  *  * 


NAME  THAT  COMMEM! 


(Photo  courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz) 
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On  the  opposite  page  is  shown  the  exquisite  obverse  design  of  the  California  Diamond  Jubilee 
halt  dollar  designed  by  Jo  Mora.  Homer  never  did  guess  this  commem  and  was  terribly  disappointed  that 
Bill  Fivaz  wasn  t  a  friend  of  the  Incredible  Hulk.  Homer  wailed,  "Maybe  Bill  knows  my  other  ‘Hulk’ 
hero— Hogan,  that  is!" 

*  *  * 

SHOW  REPORTS 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody  (R-0007,  CA) 

ANA/PNG  Annual  Convention  -  August  1992 

Activity  at  the  American  Numismatic  Association  101st  Annual  Convention  in  Orlando,  FL,  was 
considered  by  many  to  be  strong,  and  11,000  people  were  reported  to  have  participated  in  the  five-day 
show.  Even  though  attendance  was  lower  than  expected  or  hoped,  many  of  the  collectors  and  dealers 
expressed  their  overall  satisfaction. 

When  canvassed,  dealers  had  the  following  comments: 

"The  overall  assessment  of  this  show  was  tentative.  Dealers  were  selectively  buying— but 
strongly  buying— coins  they  liked.  It  was  just  that  retail  buyers  were  not  purchasing.  I  thought  it  was 
extremely  poor  for  an  ANA.  During  the  entire  five  days,  I  usually  see  50  people  whom  I  recognize;  this 
year  it  was  easily  less  than  10." 

"Commems  were  really  quiet.  The  regular  faces  were  just  not  at  the  show." 


It  helped  my  show  that  at  least  there  were  dealers  who  were  paying  way  over  current  levels  to 
acquire  nice  coins  because  they  feel  prices  won  t  remain  this  low.  I  could  find  very  little  premium 
material;  very  few  nice  coins  were  available.  I’m  looking  forward  to  the  market’s  picking  up  at  the  Long 
Beach  show  and  seeing  the  retail  buyers." 

I  m  not  sure  that  adequate  advertising  was  done.  We  had  very  poor  attendance  from  just  the 
general  public.  I  would  term  the  show ‘sparse’ or ‘slow.’  My  activity  related  mainly  to  dealers.  Based 
on  sales  of  other  series  (dollars,  nickels),  commems  did  hold  their  own.  I  didn’t  see  many  good 
commems  available,  as  a  lot  of  the  coins  have  reached  their  ultimate  grade.  However,  I  wouldn’t  sell 
any  of  our  nicer  pieces  at  today’s  prices  either." 

"I  didn't  feel  there  were  many  retail  buyers.  My  normal  retail  people  would  have  bought  what 
I  bought  here,  and  what  I  bought  here,  they  will  buy  when  I  get  home.  All  the  activity  was  for  PQ- 
quality  coins  for  the  grade  from  MS-63  to  MS-67." 

"The  first  two  days  of  the  show,  100%  of  sales  came  from  the  premium-quality  or  premium- 
priced  case.  Nothing  sold  from  the  average-quality  or  non-premium  case.  Overall,  for  the  entire  show 
90%  of  my  sales  were  from  the  premium  case,  including  many  coins  at  150%-200%  or  200%  +  over  bid. 
As  an  example,  I  sold  a  set  of  Texas  half  dollars,  PCGS  MS-64  -  MS-66,  whose  combined  bid  was 
slightly  in  excess  of  $2,700,  to  a  dealer  for  $4,500." 
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Some  examples  of  wholesale  trading  were  as  follows: 


Alabama . 

Alabama . 

Boone  (1935/34) . 

Bridgeport  . 

Columbia,  S.C.  (1936-D) . 

Columbia,  S.C.  (1936-D) . 

Columbia,  S.C.  (1936-S)  . 

Columbian  Expo  (1892) . 

Connecticut . 

Connecticut . 

Grant . 

Grant . 

Grant . 

Hawaiian  . 

Hudson  . 

Iowa . 

Lexington . 

Lexington . 

Lexington . 

Lincoln  . 

Lynchburg  . 

Lynchburg  . 

Missouri . 

Missouri  2x4 . 

New  Rochelle  . 

New  Rochelle  . 

Norfolk . 

Norfolk  . 

Oregon  Trail  (1926-S) . 

Oregon  Trail  (1928)  . 

Oregon  Trail  (1934-D) . 

Oregon  Trail  (1936)  . 

Oregon  Trail  (1937-D)  . 

Oregon  Trail  (1937-D) . 

Oregon  Trail  1938  PDS  Set . 

Oregon  Trail  (1938-D) . 

Roanoke  . 

Roanoke  . 

Sesqui . 

Stone  Mountain  (Double-die  Variety) 

Texas  (1934) . 

Texas  (1935-D)  . 

Texas  (1935-D)  . 

Booker  T.  Washington  (1946-S)  .  .  . 
Booker  T.  Washington  (1946)  .  .  .  . 
York . 


PCGS  MS-64 . $1,475.00 

PCGS  MS-65  $4,200.00 

PCGS  MS-66  . $1,350.00 

PCGS  MS-65 . $  700.00 

PCGS  MS-63  PQ . $  225.00 

PCGS  MS-65 . $  380.00 

PCGS  MS-66 . $  650.00 

PCGS  MS-64 . $  475.00 

ANACS  MS-64 . $  300.00 

PCGS  MS-66 . $2,700.00 

PCGS  MS-62 . $  85.00 

NGC  MS-64 . $  425.00 

PCGS  MS-65 . $1,075.00 

PCGS  MS-65 . $5,500.00 

NGC  MS-63 . $  575.00 

PCGS  MS-66 . $  220.00 

PCGS  MS-64 . $  275.00 

PCGS  MS-64 . $  165.00 

PCGS  MS-64 . $  275.00 

PCGS  MS-65 . $  725.00 

PCGS  MS-65 . $  575.00 

PCGS  MS-66 . $1,650.00 

NGC  MS-63 . $  775.00 

PCGS  MS-64 . $1,575.00 

PCGS  MS-65 . $  475.00 

PCGS  MS-67 . $5,500.00 

PCGS  MS-65 . $  430.00 

PCGS  MS-67 . $1,300.00 

PCGS  MS-65 . $  240.00 

PCGS  MS-65 . $1,825.00 

PCGS  MS-66 . $1,500.00 

PCGS  MS-66 . $  450.00 

PCGS  MS-65 . $  290.00 

PCGS  MS-66 . $  450.00 

NGC  MS-65 . $1,000.00 

NGC  MS-67 . $1,100.00 

PCGS  MS-65 . $  330.00 

PCGS  MS-67 . $2,500.00 

PCGS  MS-64 . $1,500.00 

PCGS  MS-65 . $  165.00 

PCGS  MS-64 . $  90.00 

NGC  MS-65 . $  175.00 

NGC  MS-67 . $  975.00 

PCGS  MS-66 . $  700.00 

PCGS  MS-67 . $1,550.00 

PCGS  MS-65 . $  700.00 
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Although  commemorative  documentation  was  not  in  great  supply,  those  pieces  that  were  available 
brought  strong  prices.  A  Bridgeport  one-coin  box  (condition  not  quoted)  sold  for  $125,  and  a  silver-gray 
box  bearing  the  imprint  of  the  Hartford  National  Bank  and  Trust  Company  on  the  underside  of  the  lid 
brought  $225.  A  three-coin  Pan-Pac  box  with  broken  clasp,  with  spaces  for  the  gold  dollar,  quarter 
eagle,  and  silver  half  dollar,  commanded  $950. 


Long  Beach  Expo  -  October  1992 


The  Long  Beach  Expo,  despite  ongoing  construction  to  the  convention  center,  parking  problems, 
and  what  could  only  be  considered  as  a  slow  market,  showed  it  can  withstand  all  types  of  adversity  and 
still  attract  record  crowds  approaching  12,000! 

Dealers  were  eager  to  relate  their  wholesale  trading  activity  as  follows: 

"It  was  a  strong  show.  It  appears  to  me  that  there  is  a  real  dichotomy  between  the  premium- 
quality  coins  that  are  selling  very  well  and  at  a  substantial  percentage  over  bid  and  the  average-quality 
material  that  is  not  selling  very  well  and  for  which  people  do  not  even  ask  prices." 

"I  found  that  quite  a  few  coins  were  ‘maxed  out’  as  far  as  I  was  concerned.  There  were  very  few 
pieces  that  I  could  in  all  honesty  sell  to  my  customers.  Anything  with  nice  toning  that  I  had  on  want  lists 
had  been  pushed  as  far  as,  or  even  further  than,  it  could  go." 

"As  for  myself,  I  had  a  very  satisfying  show,  and  I  think  that  other  dealers  who  specialize  in 
premium-quality  coins  did  well  also.  Those  that  trade  in  the  sight-unseen  quality  were  the  ones  who  went 
home  unhappy." 

"The  attractive,  nicely-toned  pieces  I  needed  for  want  lists  were  few  and  far  between.  At  these 
prices  no  one  wants  to  sell  coins  at  anywhere  near  current  levels — or  even  at  a  reasonable  percentage 
above.  However,  it’s  hard  to  justify  double  bid  to  my  customers." 

"I  sold  $50,000  the  first  afternoon  at  dealer  setup.  I  got  4  coins  back  from  PCGS,  and  3  of  the 
4  coins  were  sold  within  ten  minutes  of  getting  back  to  my  table." 

"What  I  did  see  [in  the  way  of  commems]  was  very  disappointing.  That’s  probably  why  I  had 
a  good  show.  Dealers  who  had  want  lists  for  quality  material  practically  parked  at  my  table.  Dealers 
are  finally  giving  up  on  CCE  as  a  price  vehicle  for  the  premium-quality  coins,  which  is  what  customers 
seem  to  be  wanting  to  buy  right  now." 

With  respect  to  the  auction,  1  bought  oniy  half  of  what  I  wanted.  There  were  collectors  and 
numerous  dealers  who  outbid  me  on  the  other  half.  I  just  couldn’t  justify  buying  those  coins  on  how  low 
the  CCE  was." 

Some  examples  of  wholesale  trading  are  as  follows: 


Alabama 

Antietam 
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PCGS  MS-65 
PCGS  MS-64 


$4,180.00 
$  415.00 


Antietam  . 

Arkansas  (1935-D)  . 

Arkansas  (1937-D)  . 

Arkansas  (1939-D)  . 

Boone  (1938-S)  . 

Bridgeport  . 

California  Jubilee . 

Cincinnati  (1936-D) . 

Columbian  Expo  (1892) . 

Elgin . 

Gettysburg  (Shepherd  Specimen) 

Hudson . 

Hudson . 

Huguenot- Walloon  . 

Lexington . 

Lexington . 

Lynchburg  . 

Maine . 

Missouri  2x4 . 

New  Rochelle  . 

New  Rochelle  . 

Oregon  Trail  (1928)  . 

Oregon  Trail  (1936-P) . 

Oregon  Trail  (1937-D) . 

Oregon  Trail  (1938-D) . 

Oregon  Trail  (1938-D) . 

Oregon  Trail  (1938-S) . 

Pilgrim  (1920) . 

Pilgrim  ( 1920) . 

Pilgrim  (1920) . 

San  Diego  (1935-S) . 

San  Diego  (1935-S) . 

San  Diego  (1936-D)  . 

Texas  (Type) . 

Texas  (1937-P)  . 

Texas  (1937-D)  . 

Booker  T.  Washington  (1946-P) 
Booker  T.  Washington  (1950-S) 
York . 


PCGS  MS-64 . $  425.00 

PCGS  MS-66 . $1,775.00 

PCGS  MS-65 . $  275.00 

PCGS  MS-66 . $2,475.00 

PCGS  MS-67 . $2,575.00 

PCGS  MS-64 . $  185.00 

PCGS  MS-64 . $  340.00 

PCGS  MS-66 . $3,650.00 

PCGS  MS-64 . $  500.00 

PCGS  MS-65 . $  425.00 

PCGS  MS-67 . $6,275.00 

PCGS  MS-64 . $  750.00 

PCGS  MS-66 . $4,600.00 

PCGS  MS-66 . $2,200.00 

Circulated  . $  55.00 

PCGS  MS-64 . $  175.00 

PCGS  MS-64 . $  250.00 

PCGS  MS-64 . $  375.00 

PCGS  MS-65 . $6,050.00 

NGC  MS-65  PL  . $  950.00 

PCGS  MS-66 . $1,300.00 

PCGS  MS-67 . $2,100.00 

PCGS  MS-66 . $  435.00 

PCGS  MS-67 . $1,350.00 

PCGS  MS-67 . $1,675.00 

PCGS  MS-68 . $4,000.00 

PCGS  MS-68 . $4,150.00 

Circulated  . $  58.00 

PCGS  MS-64 . $  195.00 

PCGS  MS-65  PQ . $1,100.00 

NGC  MS-65 . $  185.00 

PCGS  MS-65 . $  500.00 

PCGS  MS-64 . $  80.00 

Circulated  . $  80.00 

PCGS  MS-64 . $  105.00 

PCGS  MS-65 . $  175.00 

NGC  MS-65 . $  175.00 

NGC  MS-66 . $  250.00 

PCGS  MS-65 . $1,150.00 


[Please  take  note  that  all  prices  reported  in  "Show  Reports"  for  commems  are  wholesale  prices  unless 
otherwise  noted.  When  this  material  is  offered  for  resale  at  the  retail  level,  it  is  reasonable  to  expect 
price  increases  of  from  15%  to  30%  for  the  most  common  items  to  much  higher  markups  for  truly  scarce 
or  esoteric  material. | 


*  *  * 
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Keeping  the  Lines  of  Communication  Open 

by  Leslie  D.  Watson  (R- 1550,  CA) 


The  Society  is  accumulating  a  library  of  videotapes  that  members  may  borrow.  These  tapes  have 
been  graciously  provided  by  David  Lisot  (R-0336,  CO)  of  Media  Resource  Corporation  and  include  the 
more  recent  Society  programs  at  the  thrice-yearly  Long  Beach  Expo. 

The  following  titles  are  available  on  VHS  format  only: 

'Overview  of  the  1893  Columbian  Exposition"  with  Albert  K.  Hall 
"Ezra  Meeker  and  the  Oregon  Trail"  with  Bob  Van  Ryzin 
"Minting  Characteristics  of  the  California  Commemoratives"  with  Ray  Mercer 

"The  Larry  Shepherd  Collection  of  U.S.  Silver  Commemorative  Coins" 
with  Larry  Shepherd,  narrated  by  John  Austin 

"Commemorative  Coin  Highlights"  with  Larry  Shepherd 

"Future  U.S.  Coinage:  A  View  from  the  Top"  with  Congressman  Esteban  E.  Torres 

These  programs  can  be  borrowed  by  all  Society-  members  for  only  the  price  of  postage  both 
ways— and  that  is  very  minimal,  as  videotapes  qualify  for  special  book-rate  postage.  Just  send  your 
requests  to 


Leslie  D.  Watson 
18627  Brookhurst  Street,  #396 
Fountain  Valley,  CA  92708-6700 

Please  request  only  one  program  at  a  time,  as  we  have  limited  copies  of  each  tape.  The  video 
will  be  sent  with  an  invoice  for  the  mailer  and  the  postage.  Merely  send  a  check  back  when  you  return 
the  videotape. 


*  *  * 


(Editor’s  Remark:  You  will  observe  that  page  55  is  entitled  "Notes. "  Why  not  use  that  space  to  make 
a  New  Year’s  Resolution  List?  Possible  entries  could  be  as  follows:  1.  Recruit  a  new  member;  2.  Write 
an  article  for  submission  to  The  Trail;  3.  Prepare  a  presentation  for  a  Society  meeting;  and  4.  Make  a 
donation  to  our  club.  You  can  be  assured  that  any  or  all  will  make  1993  a  much  better  year  for  us  all!) 


53 


In  alwas jII  go<\l  things  must  come  to  an  end,  and  this  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail  is 
no  exception  We  hope  uni  have  enjoyed  it  and  that  the  next  journal  will  he  anticipated  with  much 
delight  and  eagerness  Perhaps  your  article  will  he  featured;  just  send  it  in... 

However,  before  we  draw  to  a  close,  we  should  like  to  leave  hath  you  and  Homer  with  another 
feature  from  Bill  Fivaz  to  ponder  until  the  next  edition... 


NAME  THAT  COMMEM! 

When  shown  this  photo,  Homer  immediately  thought  it  was  the  monogram  on  his  fishing  pal 
Bubby  Potter’s  tackle  box.  Then  he  realized  Bubby  didn’t  deserve  a  commem.  "Heck,  he  shouldn’t  have 
oughta  won  the  1992  Catfish  County  Fishing  Contest  ’cuz  I  had  the  whopper  on  my  line  first,"  Homer 
whined.  What  will  we  ever  do  with  poor  Homer? 


(Photo  courtesy  of  Bill  Fivaz) 


*  *  * 

I'he  officers  and  staff  of  The  Commemorative  Trail  wish  you  and  your  family 


HAPPY  HOLIDAYS  AND  ALL  GOOD 
WISHES  FOR  THE  NEW  YEAR! 
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Application  for  Membership 

Please  Print  or  Type 

Society  For  U.S. 

Last  name 

Commemorative  Coins 

First  name  M  l. 

P.O  Box  302 

Street 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 

City 

1  hereby  make  application  for  membership  in 

State  Zip  Code 

Daytime  Telephone  (  )  - 

the  Society  For  U  S.  Commemorative  Coins, 

subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society.  My 

yearly  dues  (August  to  August  of  each  year 

Signature  of  Applicant 

at  $20. 00  per  Adult  and  $8. 00  per  Junior) 

Date 

are  included  with  this  application  in  the 

Signature  of  Proposer  Member  Number 

form  of  cash  check. 

Check  one:  |  |  Adult  |  |  Junior 

Birth  Date  -  Junior  members  only 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Legal  Guardian 

Application  for  Membership 

Society  For  U.S. 

Please  Print  or  Type 

Last  name 

Commemorative  Coins 

First  name  M.l. 

P.O.  Box  302 

Street 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 

City 

************** 

State  Zip  Code 

/  hereby  make  application  for  membership  in 

the  Society  For  U.  S.  Commemorative  Coins, 

Daytime  Telephone  (  )  - 

subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society.  My 

yearly  dues  (August  to  August  of  each  year 

Signature  of  Applicant 

at  $20. 00  per  Adult  and  $8. 00  per  Junior) 

Date 

are  included  with  this  application  in  the 

Signature  of  Proposer  Member  Number 

form  of  cash  check. 

Check  one:  |  |  Adult  |  |  Junior 

Birth  Date  -  Junior  members  only 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Legal  Guardian 

Application  for  Membership 

Society  For  U.S. 

Please  Print  or  Type 

Last  name 

Commemorative  Coins 

First  name  M.l. 

P.O.  Box  302 

Street 

Huntington  Beach,  CA  92648 

City 

/  hereby  make  application  for  membership  in 

State  Zip  Code 

Daytime  Telephone  (  )  - 

the  Society  For  U.S  Commemorative  Coins, 

subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society.  My 

yearly  dues  (August  to  August  of  each  year 

Signature  of  Applicant 

at  $20. 00  per  Adult  and  $8. 00  per  Junior) 

Date 

are  included  with  this  application  in  the 

Signature  of  Proposer  Member  Number 

form  of _ cash _ check. 

Check  one:  [  j  Adult  [  |  Junior 

Birth  Date  -  Junior  members  only 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Legal  Guardian 

